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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
PRICES CONTROL.

As to Withholding of Goods and Over-
Charging.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked tlie
Genersl :

(1) In view of the fact that the six State
Governmenis have agreed to release 30,000
items from price control as from the 20th
September next, will he inform the House
what steps, if any, are being taken to pre-
vent traders from holding up goods with
a view to gebling higher priees in a free
market?

(2) Will he also inform the House what
steps are being taken, if any, to prevent
traders charging higher prices on woollen
goods on which subsidies have been paid?

Attorney
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

(1) The conference of Ministers agreed
upon a number of items which are to be de-
controlled, No information as to such items
will be available to traders until they are
puhblished on the 20th September, 1948,

{2) The States have no authority in con-
nection with prices until the Commonwealth
relinquishes on the 20th September,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FRANCHISE.
As to Introduction of Legislation.

Myr. GRAHAM asked the Attorney Gen-
cral:

Is it his intention to introduee a Bill thix
session in order to give effect to the
Government’s policy of broadening the
franchise of the Legislative Council in
accordance with the undertaking given at
the last election?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

This matter is now receiving considera-
tion by the Government.

AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL.
As to Tabling of Minutes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) Are the minutes of meetings of the
Agricultural Couneil confidential?

{2) Will he table the minutes of the most
recent meeting of the Agrieultural Council?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) The minntes are not available for
general information. There is no objection,
however, to making relevant portions avail-
able to parficular industries coneerned.

(2) It is not desivable that the minntes
should be tabled. However, if the honour-
able member is interested in any particalar
subject the Honorary Minister will make
the relevant portion available to him at his
office.

RAILWAYS.

As to Amenities Block at Midland Junction
Workshops.

3Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

Will he state when the proposed new
amenities block at the Government Raitways
Workshops, Midland Junetion, will be eom-
menced ¢
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. The MINISTER replied:

The question of the release of the neces-
sary material is at present in hand with
the State Housing Commission, and & com-
mencement will be made as soon as material
is availahle,

WHEAT MARKETING.

As to Legislation for Implementing
Scheme.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Acting Pren-
1012

{1} Can he give an assurance that the
other place will not prevent the passing of
the necessary legislation to implement the
Commonwealth Wheat JMarketing and
Stabilisation Scheme?

{2} Can he give an assurance that in the
event of the wheatgrowers of W.A. voting
in favour of Commonwealth Wheat Mar-
keting and Stabilisation Scheme, the Gov-
ernment will introduce the necessary
legislation to jmplement that scheme?

(3) Does he agree with the assurances
given by the Premiey, dated the 5th Angust,
1948, in a letter addressed to the General
Seeretary, Ausiralian Wheatgrowers' Fed-
erntion, Room 70, 4th TFloor, Epwarth
Building, Pirie Street, Adelaide, which
reads as follows:—

Dear Siy,

With reference to your letter of the 16th
July, T am advised by the Hon. Minister
for Agrienlture that the Agrieultural
Council did agree to submit the new wheat
proposals to their respective Governments
for consideration and recommend their
acceptance?

The ACTING PREMTER replied:

(1) No Government can give such an
assuranee.

(2) Yes.

(3) As the letter in question has not been
traced yet, it is requested that this portion
of the question be postponed.

TAXATION.

As to Issue of Group Certificates to School
Teachers.
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware that many school
teachers have not yet heen supplied with
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taxation group eertificates covering the in-
come year ended the 30th Fune, 1948%

(2) Is he aware that taxation returns for
income derived from personal exertion
should have been lodged by the 3lst July
last?

{3) What will be the position if teachers,
as a consequence of the above, are fined for
the submission of late returns?

(4) When will the group certificates he
issued?

The MINISTER replied:

(1} Yes.

(2} Yes.

{(3) The Taxalion Department has
granted extension of time to the 30th Sep-
tember,

(4) The halance of the certificates will
he issuzd in the course of a week.

GOODS IN SHORT SUPPLY.

As to Impression Created by Honorary

Minister.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the IIonorary
Minister for Supply and Shipping:

(1} Is she aware that embarrassment is
being caused dealers and merchants by per-
sons secking goods in short supply, on
aecount of the impression she is regularly
creating that she is responsible for large
quantidies of such goods arrviving in the
State?

{2) Will she discontinue the practice of
creating such impressions?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1} No, but if the member will give the
names and addresses of embarrassed deal-
ers and merchants they will be contacted as
soon as puossible, and if there is any bona
fide complaint, an immediate ¢ndeavour will
be made to dispel sueh embarrassment,

(2) The Minister cannot discontinne a
practice of ecreating what has never been
created.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Rodoreda, leave of
absence for four weeks granted to Mr.
Leahy (Hannans) and to Mr. Triat (ME.
Magnet) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifteenth
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Day—Conclusion,
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THE ACTING PREMIER, (Hon. A. F.
Watts—Katanning) [4.35]: It is approxi-
mately one year ago, Mr. Speaker, that it
fell to my lot—in cirenmstances somewhat
gimilar to those existing at present—to en-
deavour {o reply on behalf of the Govern-
ment to a number of observations that had
been made by members opposite, and that T
thought, at that time, were worthy of some
reply. On this oceasion, so far as Opposi-
tion members are concerned, the Address-
in-reply debate has been conspieuous, in my
opinion, for their inability to discover any
real reasons for serious eriticism.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Your cewn side found
some,

The ACTING PREMIER: I am deal-
ing with the Opposition side of the House
at present. It may be my privilege, later,
to handle questions concerning members
on this side of the House. It would be as
well if the member for Fremantle would
allow me to make my speech, as he
has had many opportunities of de-
livering his own speeches in the past
few weeks. It is perfectly clear that in
the approzimately 17 months the Govern-
ment has been in office it hag not merited
much eriticism; if it had, it is clear to me,
as [ think it will be to you, 8ir, that
that ecriticism would have been indulged
in by members opposite with rather more
effect than they have succeeded in apply-
ing during the weeks I have referred to.
Therefore, they have heen obliged to drag
in all sorts of propaganda and attempts
to impugn the Government’s sincerity,
such as were a conspicuous fealure of
last year’s debate. At that time, it may
be remembered, I said I thought the
Labour Party was opposed to monopolies,
but I have come to the conclusion, after
hearing the debate, that they love one
monopoly—the monopoly of the Labour
Government,

In addition to that, the fact remains that
after 14 years of Lahour Administration—
indeed, 20 years out of the last 23—the
people of Western Australia decided upon
a change of Government and, while the
spleen displayed during last year’s dehates
eould, to some extent, be understood as a
natural result of defeated persons, unac-
customed to defeat, not being able to come
up smiling, its continuante in this year's
discussions and the complete absence of
constructive proposals from the great ma-

[ASBEMBLY.]

Jorilty of members opposite indicates, in
my view, that it can fairly be said that
the present Government's work of little
more than a year has presented in most
directions a very creditable record Mem-
bers opposite have had the opportunity to
ruminate upon what has transpired and one
would have expected that they would be
able at least to tuke a licking, but they have
not been able to do so. It therefore falls to
my lot, as T have taid, to deal with certain
things, many of which, in my opinion, are
merely the resuit of the natural spleen of
defeated persons.

We, in that period of 23 years, and I for
a considerable portion of it, were accus-
tomed te take the verdiet of the electors and
to .come up smiling after defeat and
not waste the time of the House, as
I shall unfortanately be obliged to
waste some of it today, in indulging
in discussion about false pretences—I
ean use that word now that it has been used -
so often against me—as was done by Lahour
Governments in years prior to 1947 at elee-
tion times. I will produce some data fo in-
dicate—as 1 produced some last year of a
somewhat minor echaracter—to prove that
that statement is substantially correct. T re-
peat that there is considerable evidence, some
of which I will give in a few minntes’ time,
that the present Government's work in 2
little more than one year has presented
what, in some directions, is a highly credit-
able record, espeeially, it will be remem-
bered, when it had to deal with the difficul-
ties that had grown out of 14 years of La-
bour Administration and the catastrophic
effects in some directions that were apparent
as a result of that period of Labour’s nctivi-
ties.

[ am sorry that the conclusion of the
Address-in-reply debate has heen delayed =
little so that the Leader of the Opposition
himself is not here. As we all know, he
left yesterday for the Old Country on a mis-
sion in regard to which we all wish him, as
I {do now, every suceess and a very pleasant
journey. Therefore my ohservations regard-
ing what that hon. gentleman said will
he entirely, so far as I ean make them, of n
taetual nature. I feel, however, that T must
make some reference to some of his remarks,
emanating from the source that they did.
I shall deal first with his observations on
the financial side, with which I was greatly
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intrigned. The hon. gentleman said that
when he was Treasurer he presented two
Budgets and that in one of them he
“achieved a small but symmetrical surplus

of £11,111" and in the other he had, “achiev-

ed a halanced Budget.”

Those remarks were made in the course of
a diatribe indulged in by the hon. gentieman
for the purpose of showing that the present
Treasurer had been estravagant, that his
handling of the work of the Treasury had
been virtually eatastrophie, and that he,
himself, on the contrary had by his far su-
perior management avoided achieving a net
deficit of £327,000, which, I think, is the
figure he attributed to the present Treasnr-
er’s accomplishment. Instead of doing that
he had suceended in producing his symmet-
rica]l surplus and, for the next year, a bal-
anced Budget, Let us examine this balanced
Budget.

When presenting his Estimates of Rev-
enue and Expenditure for the year ended
the 30th June, 1946, the member for Gas-
coyne, in this then ecapacity as Treasurer,
estimated a deficit of £186,000. I spoke on
_that Budget and there was not one word of
eriticism from me, as a perusal of “Han-
sard"” will demonstrate, with regard to his
budgeting for such a deficit. I thought T had
then, as I think I have now, a proper realis-
ation of the position of State Treasurers in
relation to the Commonwealth financial ar-
rangements, and in the circumstances I
thought that the hon. gentleman was justi-
fied in budgeting for a deficit. In fact, I
think T said, if I remember aright, that it
might even have been a larger one. When
the finaneial year closed on the 30th June
following, the hon. gentleman’s actual de-

fieit was £912,559. ’

The Minister for Lands: Nearly £1,000.-
000.

The ACTING PREMIER: That is so.
Compared with his estimates there was a de-
ficiency of approximately £750,000. Despite
that, the Leader of the Opposition had the
temerity to come to this House and suggest
that because the present Treasurer brought
down a Budget in respect of which he esti-
mated a defieit, which proved less than was
ultimately achieved, his administration had
been extravagant and wasteful and. in effeet,
he suggested that the present Treasurer was
not eapable of managing the affairs of the
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State. It was sought to show that the pres-
ent Treasurer was the only one to achieve a
defieit, compared with what the Labour
Treasurer had aceomplished. I hope to show
that ir. the circumstances of the times when
the member for Gascoyne was Treasurer, he
was extremely lucky, and had he heen re-
quired to face the conditions that confronted
the member for Muorray-Wellington in his
present capacity as Treasurer, his excess
deficieney would not have been even £750,-
000 or thereabouts, but a very much larger
sum.

It wag in these cireumstances that at the
30th of June the present Leader of the Op-
position, who produced this balanced
Budge?, actually had a deficit of £912,000
odd. How did he achieve his balanced
Budget? He made an applieation to the
Commonwealth Government for a grant and,
as a result, that Government provided bim
with the exact amount he had incurred as a
defieit, That was done under a law that ex-
isted at the time but which has now been re-
pealed, and it enabled the hon. member to
make his application to the Treasurer of
the Commonwealth, On the recommendation
of the Grants Commission, the Treasurer,
if he cared to do so, was able to make that
application, and, as he did so, the Common-
wealth Government paid over the amount
without any ado. Thus was the wonderful
achievement of the balzneed Budget accomp-
lished! Yet it was aetvally no more than &
deficit of £912,559. I offered no ecriticism
of that, becanse I could find in the ex-
penditure proposed by the Governmeni of
the day no amdunt that could not in some
way be justified.

I say to the member for Gascoyne—if
he were here I would put it in much
stronger terms, but as he iz absent, I shall
refrain from doing so—that he over-
stepped the reasonable mark when he sug-
gested that becanse the present Treasurer
inemrred a defieit anly slightly larger than
his own, he was extravagant, wasteful and
all the rest of it. Let us remember this fact
that at the time when the member for Gas-
coyne oecupied the position of Treasurer
of this State, he was able to rest upon
Federal reeulations, which made it
extremely diffienlt for costs to be increased.
There were, for instance, the wage-pegging
regulations that prevented many of them
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rising. It is a well known faet that in the
diseussions which took place within this
House, even upon such a small matter as
parliamentary allowances, the member for
(raseoyne himself was not willing, and quite
properly so, to take any action to increas
those allowances at that time and until the
wage-pegging regulations had ceased to
operate,

Thus the hon. gentleman was nof faced
with the position that the present Trea-
surer has had to contend with—a time of
rapidly rising costs completely ontside the
control of this or any other State Govern-
ment, partly eaused by Commonwealth
policy and partly by that Government’s
heavy expenditure, Prior to those years, the
administration of Labour Governments, in
my view, was distingnished by a poliey of
parsimeny, Last year, it will be remembered,
T «aid that the railway position alone was
sufficient to have justified the dismissal of
the Lobour Government by the people.
Whatever doubt there may have been as to
the truth of that statement at the time, has
been conelusively removed by the report of
ithe Ruyal Commissioners who said that the
railwaye had been starved for want of fin-
anee b deelaved that an expenditure of
£23,000,000 was necessary to rehabilitate
them,

T eould quote to the House some of the
observations of Mr. du Plessis—one of the
Commissioners, who was a man without
political or any other bias, totally unknown
to polilies here and merely a visitor to our
shores—on railway matters, but most mem-
bers. I have no doubt, have perused that re-
port, and most members of the public have
read the preeis of it which was pub-
lished in the Press. All of them well know
by thiz time, I would suggest, that there
was a period of eatastrophic administration
whirh has left, not the sound foundations
boasted about by members opposite but a
most undesivable legaey of impoverishment
and inefliciency. Much has been said, too,
on the question of uniform taxation. It
has been suggested that the Policy specches
of the Premier and myself wrged that uni-
form taxation should be abolished. I will
quote the actual statement which was made
by myself-—

Twice on my occasioning the Legislative
Assembly has asked for a conference between

the State und Federal representatives of all
parties to obtain a long-term finanecial arrange-
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ment taking into consideration the nceds of
this State for development. We propose to
bring about this conference and to strive for
the resumption by the States of the control of
their own revenues. We will co-operate in every
possible way with the Federal authorities, but
we will foreibly represent the just claims of
Western Australia,

If any member of the Labour Party is pre-
pared to quarrel with that statement, then
he is not fit to represent the people of
Western Australia in this Parliament, for
it would indicate that he proposes to eon-
tinue to support a system which reduces
this and other States to the level of mendi-
eants, and which can prevent any policy of
long-term development from being put into
operalion by any State Government. The de-
sire for a long-term finaneial arvangement
and resumption by the State of the control
of its own revenues implies, of course, that
the system of doling out a few pounds here
and there to the States from uniform taxa-
tion shonld come to an end; but it does not
imply—nor would T subscribe to a return to
it—a system where two returns on differing
assessment  methods were required from
every taxpaver. But it bas also been sug-
gested by one member that if a ealculation
of revenue, which would require to replace
Commonwealth taxation reimbursement to
this State, were made with a view to impos-
ing State laxation to replace it, the pros-
peet would appal the Treasurer of this
State.

T have had careful research made into
this matter and, up to the 30th June, 1948,
the position was far less favourahble to the
State of Western Australia than it would
have been had we heen eolleeting taxation
only at the rates which were imposed in
TWestern Australia in the pre-uniform tax
period. Taxes on income under the State’s
pre-uniform tax law, if levied in respect
of (he income year 1947-48, would have
vielded revenue to the extent of £4,700,000,
and the amount received by Western Aus-
tralin as tax reimbursement during that
period was £3,807,000, or approximately
£600,000 less than the amount which would
have been yielded by the levy of State in-_
come tax at pre-uniform tax rates, In such
circumstanees, Commonwealth taxation
would have been reduced, to the extent that
itcome tax reimbursement is now made.

The Commonwealth collected a sub-
stantial sum last year, I think £45,000,000
in all, for the scle purpose of re-
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distributing it among the States.  There-
fore, if the Commonwealth were relieved
of that responsihility, it could at least have
reduced the tax by £45,000,000; and, on
indications this year, by even a greater
amount. Still, the faets and figures indi-
cate, notwithstanding the increase, that
Western Australia’s position would have
been better at the pre-mpiform tax rates
on the 1948-49 ineome, though not to the
extent T have referred to in connection
with last year, for obvicus reasons, and a
slight redaetion only of the well-known ex-
travagant expenditure of the Common-
wealth would have enabled it further to re-
duce its taxation,

The prineipal point I wish to make, how-
ever, is that £800,000 more ‘Gonld have heen
collected by this State on its very reason-
able—in fact, very low—pre-uniform tax
rates, and it would not have affected the
normal course of the Grants Commission in
respect of the three States at all, because
grants have been made over a period of
approximately 20 years and all through the
period when State taxes were being struck.
I bave given these figures not for the pur-
pose of entering into an argument in regard
to uniform taxation or the reverse. I believe
the parties to this controversy should get
together, and that if they did so, on a
reasonable bagis, they could solve this prob-
lem and the question of the method of col-
leeting taxation wonld, in my view, then be
only incidental te that solution,

I have given these figures to show that the
“appalling prospect to the Premier,” is far
more imaginary than real. 1 feel this
Government will he well satisfied, however,
if the Commonwealth will eonsent to a long-
term financial arrangement which will take
more into account the developmentsal needs
of the State and give an opportunity for
long-term plans. As I have said in this
regard—and speaking for myself, as I have
had no opportunity for eonsultation—this
could be so whether uniform taxation con-
tinned or not, -

The Leader of the Opposition and other
members elaim that the State’s finances are
drifting. All T eap say in that respeet is
that, if by increased expenditure Western
Australia is going to the dogs then so are
the other States. Allow me, although it
may not be much consolation to know that
the other fellow was “going broke,” too, to
indicate the position in regard to all the
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States, as perhaps some demonstration of
the effect of the absence of this long-term
Federal arrangement between the Common-
wealth and the States to which I have re-
ferred. The following table shows the ex-
penditure for cach State for the years 1946-
47 and 1947-48, expressed in millions:—

1946-47  1947-48 Increase.
N.8.wW, 76.9 87.9 11
Vietoria 37.4 42.2 a
Queensland 25.0 26.9 1.9
South Aust. 17.3 19.1 1.8
West, Aust. 15.0 18.0 3
Tasmania .. 4.6 5.1 (about) 4

O these figures Western Australia showed
a 20 per cent, increase last year over the
year before and thus heads all the States
in that regard. Whereas the Opposition
claims that this indieates extravagant spend-
ing, the apparent reply is that of all the
States in the Commonwealth, Western Aus-
tralia at the begiuning of 1947-48 was suf-
fering the greatest lag due to the failure of
preceding Governments to live up fo their
responsibilities. This Government, eoming
into office and ioheriting starved public
services, was ocompelled fto spend at a
greater proportionate rate than any other
State for the time being. In any ease, if by
inereased spending Western Australia is
going *o the dogs, it is going there slowly
hut surely in good company, and that in my
opinion is a very strong argument indeed
why we should arrive at a system which I
believe will give a most desirable result,
whereby there can be some long-term cer-
tainty as to the financial relationships and
our position therein,

I would like to say at this stage that were
it nat Por the fact that the Labour Govern-
ment refused or failed over a period of
years to face up to the deteriorating posi-
tion of railway finance, the State's finaneial
position, would today be a reasonahly satis-
factory one, and many improvements counld
be effected, and many things done which to-
day are extremely difficult to undertake. For
years there were heavy railway deficits, but
I will quote from the remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition in recent speeches made in
this House on the subject. He said—

There is another agpeet, Tf the Railway
Departinent is spending money from revenue
that should legitimately be in its Loan pro-
gramme, it is possible that there will be some
conflict between the regeneration programme
and the standardisation propoesals. Tf the

standardisation of the railways is to take place .
in onr time, if it is to take plaece within the
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next decade, I suggest that that is also a
reasen for a very clese examination, by the
Treasury and not by the Awditor General, of
railway expenditure and railway finances, for,
unless that is done, it will be the instrument-
ality which will be responsible ycar by year
for the total deficit. If that instrumentality
is not surveyed from the financial angle it is
eertainly not fair to nll the taxpayers of this
community, That, I .say to the Treasurer, is
one of the aspects in the discussion of Com-
monwealth-State financial relationships that has
to be examined and ventilated.

T have already observed that there have been
railway deficits of a substantial character
over a long period of years. Thers have béen
substantial railway deficits during the last
14 years of Labour administration in this
State. Was it less unfair to the taxpayers
during that period than it is today? Was it
less necessary before this avalanehe had
gathered way to eonduet this investigation
as sugoested by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion? 1f there are reasons now for a close

examination by the Treasury, and not by the |

Auditoy General, of railway expenditure and
finance, did wot those reasons exist during
a large part of Labour’s term of office? Of
course they did!

Wlhy was not the investigation under-
taken? Echo answers, Why? I think I can
zive the reason, and I have mentioned it
once or Lwice already in the course of my
remarks. It iy because that Government was
not conspicuous for its efficiency and, there-
fore, presumably, was prepared to allow a
policy of laissez faire to continue. But it
is not mueh use the hon. member now coming
forward in this House and suggesting that
the investigation should be made, So far as
we are coneerned, it will not be very long he-
fore it does take place. As soon as the law ean
be amended, it will he done, It should and
eould have been carried out if any action
had been offered by the preceding Admin-
istration of which the hon. gentleman to
whom I have referred has been a dis-
tinguished member sineg 1935,

I now propose to have a word to say on
housing. T am afraid that some of my re-
marks will not be very obliging to members
opposite. I notice some of them are not
present to hear what I have to say about
them, although they expected me to remain
to listen to what they had fo say about me.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I would not say
too much about that, if I were you.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The ACTING PREMIER: I have sat and
listened to all the debates on this subject.
I am not referring to the member for
Leederville becanse he is present, I am re-
ferring to .he absentees,

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: It is a very poor
shot, all the same.

The ACTING PREMIER: I am not say-
ing whether it is poor or mnot, It is & facl.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: Every time the
Governmeni benches are thin in the future,
we will call attention to the faet.

The ACTING PREMIER: I am not eal-
ling attention to the thinness of the Opposi-
tion henches.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: The Government
henches are more often thin than are ours.

The ACTING PREMIER: There are
certain members about whom I have a word
of two to say, and I was hoping they wonld
be here. That is all 1 have to remark.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: The ministerial
benches are pretty often thin,

Mr. Marshall: Those who are here are
usually asleep, anyhow.

The Minister for Lands: You speak for
yourself, You are always dozing in your
seal,

The ACTING PREMIER: 1In 1043, the
then Administration appointed a committee
which made certain recommendations in re-
gard to the housing problem in the postwar
period, and the means whereby it considered
that problem conld be satisfactorily solved.
Subsequently to that report, on the 12th
November, 1943, a week before thé State
elections of that vear, there appeared a full-
page advertisement in “The West Australian
Worker” which is well known and re-
cognised by us all as the official organ of
the Labour Party in Western Australia.
This advertisement urged the electors to
vote Labour again, which they subsequently
did, probably in pursuance of the under-
takings therein stated, of whiech 1 am about
to quote one. The advertisement gave this
nndertaking on behalf of the Labour
Party—

The Post-war Housing Committee has recom-
mended ihe building of 4,000 houses in each
of the five years immediately after the war.

The Government will operate this vigorous
poliey in connection with housing,
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That meant that within five years of the end
of the war there would be 20,000 houses
crected by Government means in this State.
The war in the Pacific ended in Angust,
1945. I will allow the balance of that year
—approxzimately five months—as a period
of grace. Then we can have s look at the
manner in which the undertaking of 1943
was honoured. In the first postwar year,
namely, 1946, the total number of houses
constructed in Western Australia was 1,309,
or 2,691 short of the total which the Labour
Party had promised the electors. That
patty had led the public to believe thaf
4,000 houses could be built in each of the
postwar years. It is amazing to find that
a party which gave these undertakings, hav-
ing as the Government of the day and for
many years prior top that time had a full
knowledge of all the circumstances, should,
after being driven from office by the disil-
lusioned electors, accuse the present Govern-
raent of having got into power by frand
and false pretences, which iz what it has
been saying.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: That is true, is it
not?

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon. mem-
her’s party is as fraundulent as any other.
I do not mean that individually, and I am
not saying I subseribe to that point of view,
but there are many puffing statements made

at all eleetion times which wise people sub- -

sequently forget. I have forgotten many of
them in the 12 or 13 years that I have been
in this House. But when it is suggested and
more than suggested, and driven home
moment hy moment that everything we say
is “false pretences” then T submit that what
the Opposition has said is on a par with it,
and, perhaps, exaggerated, and it is equally
culpable, 1If it is wrong for me, it is wrong
for members opposite. If it is not wrong
for me, all right, ¥ wili let it go at that.
That is the position.

The promises of the Opposilion were far
more extensive than any I or my associates
made, and they were made with a full know-
ledge of gll the possibilities and, T suzzest
with all the data and information which a
(Gtovernment ean acquire by the intelligent
use of its Publie Service. Such facilities are
not available to the ‘Opposition who must,
therefore, be guided to a large degree by
what the Government of the day indicates
8s being practicable. If we believed that the
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figure of 4,000 houses was founded on fact,
and we knew that the result was 2,691 less,
is it any wonder that we came to the con-
clusion that there was inefficiency in regard
to housing? It was not, 1 submit, a very
great slretch of imagination,. taking these
figures and facts inte consideration, on the
part of those who were responsible for the
advertisements, which have so often been re-
ferred lo, of the Liberal Party, to say that
there were eobwebs on housing, because 1,309
is approximately only 33 1/3 per cent. of
the undertaking given for the seeond post-
war year. That does not fill me or anyone
else, I think, with enthusiasm.

It is high time we got down to a real con-
sideration, on a econstructive basis, of the
housing problem. I have not heard, in this
debate, many constructive observations from
members opposite, They have indulged, most
of the time, in eriticism which, as 1 say,
has been based on splenetic feelings in
regard to the lagt election and from which
I bad hoped they wonld by ithis time have
fully recovered, I think my record, short
as it was, sitting where the member foi
Gascoyne would sit, were he here today,
indicates that most of the time of the Op-
position, of which I was Leader, was spent
in an endeavour to criticise constructively
and, sometimes, to make suggestions. It
was only very occasionally that we did other
than those two things,

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: There is the matter
of the vermin Bill,

The ACTING PREMIER: T will talk
about that later. T must ask the member for
North-Kast Fremantle to allow me fo make
my speech, in rotation, to the best of my
ability. If I miss any points, doubtless
there will be an opportunity later to deal
with them, but T will try not to miss any-
thing of importance, T is time we got
down to what is really wrong with regard
to the housing problem. 1 have gone to
considerable trouble in this regard, but be-
fore T touch on the point there are one or
two obgervations I would like to make.

When the Government took office in April,
1947, 1 think I am correst in saying that
one kiln out of three was working at the
Rivervale cement works. Nor was I able
to discover, and 1 was interested in the
matter, nny eonsiderable action that had been
taken to energise those responsible for
opening the other two. But I do know that
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wonferences took plase between the Govern-
ment and- the management -of the weorks,
and it was mot very long before there
wig & eonsiderable improvement in the
quantity ef cémont manufactured, or
many months hefore those who were
uneble to obiain eccment when we eame
into office were nhle to get it; and shortly
afterwards it was released fromm control.
The Government zlso set up s speeial divi-
sion of the Department of Industrial De-
velopment to help in the production of
birilding materials.  Negotigtions were
opened with 2 number of persens and fin-
ancial assistance was given for the manu-
facture of bricks, and every effort was made
to inerease the supply of timber. Pursuant
to this policy, a number of additional saw-
mills were opened in country areas, parti-
eulurs of whieh I will sapply later on when
speaking abgut the Forests Department.

The Government took steps to provide
homes for railway emplowees in country
districts and approval has been pgiven for
no less than 44, whieh have been constructed
sinee the 25th Aupust, 1947, Seven were
constructed departmentally, 26 by outside
contraets, three fubricated by outside con-
tract and erected departmentally, and eight
have been purchased or sequired. It Is a
well known fapt that the housing of railway
employees, partienlnrly in the country dis-
triets, was brought under nofice. I made
representations, and other wmembers have
spoken about it in the House, eoncerning
the miserable shaeks in which these people
bawe bLeen obliged to reside, but there had
been no effort whatever to remove them.
This Government came into office at an ex-
tremely difficult time to tackle the problem.
It shonld bave been tackled at least 10 or 13
vears age, before the couniry became em-
broiled in a war and when there was plenty
of materials. The people who represent
these gentlemen, or are alleged to represent
them, did mot do anything abomt i and

it was apparent as the sun in the sky that

the work wanted doing but no action had
been taken except upon a very small scale.
This Government stated in its Policy speech
that it would attempt to do this work and
the. resnlt is the gonstrustion of 44 dwellings,
and confracts for others have been author-
ised, o
Since the 1st April, 1947, 40 new mills
have been registered under the Timber In-
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dwstry Regulations Aot—20 with a-capaciiy
of 9214 loadu per day. of general cutling, 1T
with'a capacity of 20 loeds per-day for asses.
and bokes, and six with a enpaeity. of 28
loads per day for sleepers and rhert seant-
lings. There i3 no doubt that a very sub-
stantial increase in production has resnlted.
and praetisnlly the whole of this extre pre-
duetion has been absorbed by the loeal mar-
ket, while at the same time gtepa have baen
taken heavily to restriet the exportaiion of
timber, suitable for housing, to the Eastern
States.

The control of paint and cement has been
lified and the control of brirks has been
eased, During the 12 months immediately
preceding the Government's taking office,
that is to the 3lst Mareh, 1947, the number
of houses gonstrucied in Western Anstralia
was 1,616. Duving the first 12 months of
office to the 31lst March, 1948, the number
was 2,325, an increase of 809. A further
comparison of interest is the following:—
Houses completed for the quarter endeid

the 30th June, 1946 .. . 285
Houses sompleted for the guarter ended

the 30th June, 1947 .. .. 480
Houses completed for the guarter ended

the 30th June, 1948 .. - . 802

A, period is asriving when any considerable
forward movement in the housigg position
mpst, I think, be thrown back upon mem-
bars opposite, becsuse it wil]l depend
substantlally on the availghility of sufficient
qualified and skilled artisans and workmen,
The member for Mt. Marshall last might
drew attenfiop in general terms to that posi-
tion. He is one who has contact with many
aspects of this matter as the ex-Servicemen's
repregentative on the reconstruction commit-
tees and js well gualified to make general
ohservations an the question. 1t is interesting
to me that he should, in general terrs, have
approgched the topie, It is quite clear
that it is of no use to continug imereasing
the quantity of materials available for build-
ing unless there is available the effective per-
sonnel to use that material.

The economic researeh officer of the Trea-
sury Department has, over recemt weeks,
gone to censiderable trouble in this matter
and supplied me with certain figures, Tke
current housing. shortage in this Biate, ex-
cluding requirements for the replacement of
sub-standard dwellings, is of the opder of
8,000. wnits, while it ie estimated that new
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gl ragpirements will average ahout
1,800 units per anoom during the next five
to #ix years. This means that the- everage
number of honses vequired to be eonstrueted
eaeh year in order to eliminate the shortage
within any spovified period is as follows:—
1,800 (new unnunl requirements) plos 8,000
(currcnt housing shortage) divided by the
numhbat of years in period speeified.
To vlear the shortage within four years it
would thus be necessiry to eomplete 3,800
houses per year; and corresponding figires
for five and six years would be 3400 and
3,133, respectively. During the June quarter
the effeative building rate for all house con-
struetien was equivalent to 8,125 units a
vear, the rate for contraet and Public Works
Departinent eonstruction being 2,626 units
and thg rate for ownar-builders 499 units.

There are grounds for congern in thewe
figures, because the indications are that no
sighifieant improvement ean bhe expocted in
the eurvent rate of contrnet amd PW.IN
constraction.  Yet, fulling sueh an knprove-
ment or subdtantinl inerease in  owner-
builder construction, it will evideatly re-
Auire six years to overtake the housing
shortage, Exeluding men working &s or for
renovators and other jobbers who do not
unrlertake the construction of new buildings,
the huilding force at the 30th June last com-
prised 5,591 men distributed as under—

Governmental
Private (Day
sontractors. Labour).
Working on— )
New hounses . 2,721 . 350
Alterations, re- ‘
puirs, ete., to
Housps .. 394 176
Other huilding
¢nnyptruction 79, 1,151
Total 3,900

1,882

PR ——

Tu addition to the necessity for thé eree-
tion of a large number of honses theré are
facing ws continual demands for the éon-
struetHon of school buildings in particilar,
as well as other public betldings In various
parts of the State.  There is an evident
reed ‘for them, As T 'hope to indieats suhb-
sequently there has been a  considerable
forward move in the provision of thém in
the last 17 wonths and that forward -rhove
‘to sopie degrpe can be contimued. Tt can-
not be cohtlayed at the rate it ought te be
noy ¢an the . (evernment cape with the prob-
lems of other publiec buildings which ave

T

aipaally: Haportant in many aspebts fior ‘can
the ptpansion of our indusiries, in 'many
ways most essential, be attended lo, unless
we are able to provide the qualified arfisans
ard skilled pexsons to handle the materinls
that are available for that purpose,

Any considerable atfempt, therefore, at
the present time to speed up the erection of
public buildings and to inerease the number
of school huikdings and to deal with the
other aspects which I have memtioned, ean
only be achieved by diminishing the foree
availasle for house building. Alternatively,
the number of houses can only he substan-
tially inereased by restricting the provision
of other essential buildings to a greater
extent than it is now restricted, Is
it reasonable to do cither of those things?
No, it is not! The only thing thag it is
‘reasonnble to do is to ask for the co-opera-
tion of all the people in this State, where-
ever they may be and whatever their em-
ployment.  This will ensure that the re-
quisite materinls are made available and also
that the requisite people to use those mater-
ials in a skilful and proper manner are
forth-oming.

There have been newspaper reports dur-
ing recent weeks where trade ynion seere-
tarics comcerned in this matter have ex-
pressed reluttance to inerease substantially
the nnmber of artisans engaged ip their
respeetive callings because they are of the
apinion—this ean be seen from their com-
ments—that there will not bhe enough work
to go round in a short period of time. I
have looked around this State during the
last 17 months aml have arrived at the
vottelusion tthat wheh we have flnished
building the 5,000 emergenty houses, which
exclude the replaeement of sub-standard
houses, we must face up to the replacement
of 20,008 sub.standard homes in' Western
Australin. While we #re doing that there
will be an additional 1,800 or 2,000 homes, or
:perhaps more, required per anmum, depend-
ing upon the number of marvidges that may
také lace and anv other dircumstances that
nmy arige. It ean therefote be sebn that
there will he n preat qoantity of howse
building vequired for many year: to come,
and vy top of that theve are mtany public
builtdings - which should have bheen ‘buikt
sono Hme apo and deparintents thut are today
orying ont for mew premisss, Members all
‘know. thé . premlsss of the Child Welfare
Departtaent and T know of 1o more urgent
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job than that. These premises have stood
for, I believe, over 100 years and they are
becomning a disgrace to the community.

Mr. Marshali: There has never been any
shortage of work to be performed in this
State.

The ACTING PREMIER: No, and there
will not be in the future.

Mr. Marshall: But there will be a short-
age of money,

The ACTING PREMIER: I do not want
to get on to the hon. member’s favourite
topic. However, he made the most interest-
ing speech of any member on the Address-
in reply. What the hon. member stated
was quite true. He was back on his old
hobby horse but put his speech in a
new way. There was meat in it, too, but
it is no uwse my falking about finance, I
must have something for the purpose of
this case and I am going to assume there
will be money available within reason,
money at least fo employ another 500 arti-
sans, which would help considerably to solve
this problem, So I appeal to my friends
opposite not to ecome here just as carping
eritics but to realise that if they want to—
28 I believe in their heari of hearfs they
do because I do not want to charge them
with gross insincerity—they may make some
approach to the solution of the problem. I
shall be only too happy to talk to repre-
sentafives or to arrange for some other
Minister to do so in order that their varions
points of view may be brought together.

I have a feeling, supported very strongly
by the researeh information which I have
obtained and some of which I have given
to the House, that this is the only way in
whieh a reasonably early solution of our
present difficulty ean be found. Meanwhile,
I bave no hesitation in saying that the best
possible use it being made of the facilities
available and that the utmost effort is being
eXerted to remedy a diffieult position. But
it is a job of far greater magnitude than
most people are prepared to admit. Houses
do not grow on trees; they have {o be made,
but when it is realised, according to the
statisties I have, that it takes one man ap-
proximately 134 years to build a house, it
is quite obvious that to build 4,000 houses
requires that 5,000 men be engaged. T have
said that we have a total of 5,591 in our
building labour foree in this State—that
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was to the 30th June last—and therefore
if we attempted to build at the rate of 4,000
houses a year, on those figures, we should
have 5,591 men to attend to the thousand
and one building problems, small and large,
associated with providing for public works,
educabional requirements, hospitals, police
stations, railway works and many other
things, all of which are sadly lacking be-
cause we cannot be sure of getting sufficient
lahour even if and when we gel sufficient
material,

I feel it incumbent upon me to substan-
tiate my ecase in regard to the matter of
election promises. I have said that it is
by no means a prerogative of members on
this side of the House to make puffing
statements at election time, When the Hon.
John Willeock was Premier, he delivered a
policy speech at Geraldton on the 1st
November, 1943. I am using his remarks
because the information is of decided interest.
On that date, which was in the middle of the
war period, he tickled the ears of the
electors of Western Australia with the fol-
lowing :—

Extension of technical edueation and im-
provement in general standards, particularly in
country districts. It is the intention of the
Government (Willcock Government) to effect a

further great incremse in technical ecducation
facilities.

That wes five years ago. Can members
find it, particularly in the country districts ¥
T can find no great increase. True, there
has been some slight progress in the metro-
politan area, but it conld not be called a
great inerease. Mr. Willeock must have
known ai that time that he still had some
war years ahead of him. It must have been
a great effort to come to this conelusion and
to tickle the ears of the electors in this
way in 1943, but I have np recollection of
the Opposition, of which I was then the
Leader, eoming to this House and chivvying
any members of the then Government abount
election promises, such as has been done
in this House during the last two sessions.
Members will not find & record of anything
of the sort!anywhere. Let me quote fur-
ther from the same Policy speech of Mr.
Willeock. He said—

Preparation of plans for public works, both
motropolitan and country, to include hospitals,
gehools and other public buildings, to be put
in hand when construction departments are re-

licved of the necessity to construct defence
works.
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Pacific Victory day was the 15th August,
1945, and the Government of the day con-
tinued in power for 18 months after the
termination of the war. I cannoot find such
bospitals in the country distriets.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:
still well on them.

The ACTING PREMIER: They are and
are likely to remain on if the hon. member
gets back to office, much more s¢ than if
he stays where he is. Mr. Willeoek also
promised at that time—

Co-operation with the Commonwealth Govern-

ment in a development programme for the
North-West,

The cobwebs are

I mention this only betause I was wonder-
ing how long it would have been, had Lab-
our remained in office, before the Treasurer
would have authorised the expenditure of
£50,000 for the provision of a water scheme
for 300 people at Port Hedland. I under-
stand that for something like 20 years the
people of Port Hedland had been making
representations for a water supply without
getting it. Ii took a non-Labour Treasurer
to decide in his first year of office that sin-
cerity demanded that the people of Port
Hedland should be considered, even if the
cast was £50,000 to cater for 300 people.
Mr. Willecoek, in the same Policy speeeh,
also said—

The railway workshops are busy on amuni-
tiona and other war production, but the new
machinery which has been obtained will ennble

rolling-stock tn be restored to a proper state
of ropair when the pressure of war work lifts.

I have read with interest some portions of
the report of the Royal Commisstoner on
the Midland Junction railway workshops
and on the rollingstock of the Government
railways. The period between the conclu-
sion of the war and the defeat of the T.ab-
our Government at the last elections—18
months—was noet used very profitably if
Mr. Willcoek, when he made that statement,
had any idea that he would be able to earry
out the promise. Either the promise was
a puffing statement or there was no great
efficiency displayed by the Government in
making use of the machinery at the Mid-
land Junection workshops. In the same
speech, he promised—

War conditions have compelled the defer-
ment of much necessary railway maintenance
work, for which financial provision has been

made and which the Government proposes to;
undertake at the earliest possible opportunity.
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There was a strange consensus of opinion at
the inquiry of the Royal Commission on
Railways that no financial provision had
been made for anything the railways re-
quired. They had been starved for money,
a fact that was conclusively proved at the
inguiry, but the hon, gentleman in order to
convert the long-suffering public of that
day—suffering as much as and possibly more
than at present—said that finaneial pro-
vision had been made for this work to be
done, Further he said—

In our health policy for the future, special
attention will be paid to increasing hospital

accommadation, partienlarly wmaternity and
children’s wards in country distriets.

I ask myself, had the Labour Government
remained in offiee, when wonld thig “future”
have started? It showed no sign of aclivity.
While T offered ne eriticism during my
1044 observations on the statements of the
hon. gentleman, I repeat that what is fair
for one is reasonable for ancther. When Mr.
Willeack was Premier, he made the follow-
ing promise, and it was the best eleetion
fairy story T have ever beard:—

It is the policy of the Government tao build
up further the health and edueation of the
aborigines and to encourage them in every way
to play an active and useful part in the life
of the community,

I consider that to be a gem; in fact, I am
convineed of it. I shall repeat that passage,
because it is so beauntiful—

It is the policy of the Government to build
up further the health and edoeation of the
aborigines and to encourage them in every way

to play an active and useful part in the life
of the community.

Mr. Reynolds: When did he say that?

The ACTING PREMIER: On the 1st
November, 1943. That was a signal day in
the history of State polities, and I happened
to keep a copy of that speech, It is one of
the few I had by me,

Mr, Reynolds: Were we not then in the
throes of war?

The ACTING PREMIER: I am telling
the House what the then Premier, a man fuil
of responsibility and one who shounld have
been full of knowledge, said he was going to
do. T difl not want to say this, but I am pre-
pared to say that the then Premier did not
intend to do it.

Mr. Reynolds: T do not believe that.
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. The ACTING PREMIER: The hon.
membt.r wants to sgy that we were then in
the middle of the war period and is attempt-
ing to meke excuses, but, knowing the facts
as {be then Premicy did, how conld he then
make that statement?

Alr. Hegney: You put nup a strong avgo-
ment on wheat hut you are puttmg up a
weak case now,

The ACTING PREMIER: No, I am put-
ting up 4 strong argument oh a strong ease,
The then Premier also sald—

The Government proposes  to
poeiul welfure getivity.

re-orginise

Judging by the position when the present
Governmmuent took office, this was an excel-
lent example of long-term Labour planning.
1 am 1ot too sure what those social activities
were, because there have been buf few in
recent years that have been conducted by the
Biate, owing to the Commonwealth’s entry
into the field and the decision of the electors
at the refercndum,  Of our woeial welinre
aetivitios today, I suppose No, 1 is the Child
Welfare Department. I do net know how
many members inspected the Ohildren’s
Court building when Labour went out of
office last April 12 menths. 1 hope that all
of them did, because if over there was a dis-
araceiul wnd disgusting place, it was the
Children’s Court,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:
there,

The ACTING PREMIER: The Govern-
ment that the bhon, member supported left
it there yenr after vear. The building had
heen stundinr like that sinee ahout 1935 at
the very least.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: 1 always agree with
yeu when yon are right.

The ACTING PREMIER: Tt should be
somne tomfort to bave the member for Fre-
manlle In agreement.

The Minister for Lands: That is why he
bas heen sitfing there so quietly.

The ACTING PREMIER:> Today the
Children’s Court presents a very different
sight. The work of renovation was under-
taken ut a time when conditions were brist-
llnn- with diffienlties, hut we fell; that no
G()vernment with any sense of rehpect or
résponsibility could allow the place to stand
as it was, During the last 17 months we have
done our best, and with a fair measur¢ of
suecess, to m.eet the position of -thode whom

1 agree with you
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tha Children’s Clourt ithrows mpon ‘the card
of the State. ,\We have. oot hesitmted,’ sd
part of the alleged oxtravagant expenditund
af the fovernment, to make it pessible for
those institutions to maintaim these ehildrem
in a reasopable manner by giving them extra
financial assistanee, ‘which had been denied
them for a decade. We have not hesitated,
if & case. could be: proved, to try to help
them improve the premises in which they
¢arry on their business amd look after oar
Sinte wards. We feel that it is the doty
of any responsible (Government to mske
those premises as reasonably attractive as
the surrounding eircumstances of the time
will permit. It is true that what we have
done is not a tithe of what we should have
liked to do; but it is 83 much as we can
do without taking too much from the com-

mon pool-of materials and labour, And we
will ¢arry on and do more of it.
I now come to the nmext point. Over a

period of many years, propaganda was in-
dulged in by the Labour Party to the effect
that a relurn to o coalition government,
which might include the party I have the
honour to lead, would he disastrous to the
workers of the State as the parties ennsti-
tuting such o Government would he “low-
wage” parties, That was hroadeast over the
wireless stations; published in every news-
paper; distributed in every pamphlet; and
exploded at every opportunity. On what
was it based! T thangbt I dealt with this
sahject last yedr, but apparently T mnst
make some reference to it again,

As I pointeld out last year, that was the
grestost lie that cowd ever emanate from
any responsible organisation. They knew,
as I knew, that the unforfaate redietions
which took pluee in 1999 were a product of
a poliey which wis forced upon thé Goverti-
ment of Western Anstralin by o Premiers’
eonfererice’ at “which the Commonwealth
Labour Prime Minidter whs in charge and
at which three othey Labour Premiers were
present, Butb in ortler to obtain—and hete
is the point T want to nake—an unfair poli-
ticel wsdventage against thé non-Labour
parties,’ the people of thls State were led
te believe eohtinually that the return 4% a
Government of this type would result’ in
the disastrous effects to whieh 1 referred,
and that the coalition Government of 1930
te 1933 was alone xeypomsible for the el
whieh I have mentionod. This propsganda



(2 Serrawsym,- 1048.]

was indnlged in vight up tp the eve of the
1947 general elections, to such an extent
that 1 was cempelled, tp mske aspecial refer.
enece to-it in my Policy speech,

But what are the facts? The Government
had not bheen more than a few months in
office when jt anteyed into a new agreement
with the Police Force for reasonable in-
cregses in their remuneration. Tt authox-
ised a new classification of the Public Ser-
vice, It plaeced no obstacle whatever in the
way of application by Government employ-
ees in industrial unious for the fair eon-
sideration of tbeir eclaima by the Arhitra-
tion Court, and in many cases made private
agreements which were satisfactorv to.those
parties for a substantial inerease. [t intro-
duced legislation to inerease the superannhua-
tion benefits of the Public Serviee without
inercasing their eontributions, It took steps
to give congideration to _improve hepefits
under the Workers’ Compensation Act, on
which I shall have more to say at a later
stage.

Mr. Hegney: You will not vefer te the
193¢ measyre will yon? -

The ACTING PREMIER; The hon.
member knows perfeetly well what it will
be. The 1930 measure hag nothing to do
with me, The measure members will be
asked to deal with will be the 1948 measure,
and the hon. member will soon see what
that is. This Government has sought where-
ever posmble to improve the working eondi-
tions of Government employees, and it has
adopted the attitnde generally of aceepting
the point of view that effective service by
those that are in the employ of the (overn-
menf necessitates their heing regarded alwmost
as partners in this State’s development
rather than merely as. cogs in an industrial
machine. That is the position so far as
this Government is concerned. There has
not heen one scintilla of truth found by any
industrial worker in this State in the propa-
ganda which for 13 years assisted to keep
memhers opposite in, office.  Yet they have
the nerve to come here and say that, we pnt
over uniruthinl. propsganda! Ye gods!

Hon. 1. B, Sleeman: And little fishes!

Mr. Hepney: There would be a different
tone if you had & working malon'ty on that
side of the House. ‘

The AC_TING_PREMIER,:- Tt would not
be a different tume.
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Mr, Hegney: My oath it would!

The ACTING PREMIER: I kuow what
are the intentions of the Government, and
the hon. member does not. Te has a figment
of the' imagination that nobody can look
with an unjaundiced eve on the industrial
worker except himself., Bt I believe that
the industrial worker is a working partner
in the BState’s development vather than
merely 2 cog in a machine. I have made re-
marks similar to that for years and the hon.
member, who has been herc all the time,
should know that.

Mr. Hoar: Does the Libera]l Party agree
to that?

The ACTING PREMIER: Olwions)y, or
i would not be party to the legislation of,
and the arrangements made by this conlitinn
Government. We 4o not act as two separate
halves hut &4 one Qovernment. There is the
elosest co-operation between hoth sections
amd T helieve that up o date there have heen
very good results to this State. I have ne
dotbt these resulls will continae. My friends
opposite do not believe that anybody at all
excopt themselves has a ressonably decent
ontlook in regard to his fellow-men,

MemBer: "Whose (overnment opposed
the 40- hom week"

" The ACTING PREMI‘ER Oh, coma off

the If-honr week! I will guarantee that the

working man in Western Australia is less

eoncerned abont o 40-hour week than he ia

with obtaiming decent conditions and a place

to live in, and other things of that kind.
Reveru]' members interjeeted.

The ACTING PREMIER: I know that
I am getting utder the skins of members op-
posite,. They expected me fo take this for
15 years and say nothing; and T ook it.
Now thev ean take it! T come now to the
suhject of edtication. ITn the Poliey speeches,
we observed that all over the eountry new
school; or additions to schools were neces
sary. We found. when we came into office,
that 17 substantial additions or new seaool
propasals, Iarge and smal] had been ap-
proved, During our first venr this work wae
all eompleted and nine others and approval
was given to school buﬂdinp‘,s costing ap-
proumatelv £300,000. To such an extept
was this activity pushed on thag today, there
are 39 contracts in varions stages of com-
pletion and a-substantial number of other
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buildings are awaiting advertising for or
acceptance of tenders, Since the 1st of Jan-
vary, 1948, a large number of school works
have been npproved to the value of £163,-
620. These will be found spread all over the
State. There are 19 in all, varying in value
from £1,130 at Darkan to £28,000 at Boyup
Brook.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are a long time
making o start.

Mr. Styants: There is a big gap between
approval and construction.

The ACTING PREMIER: There always
has been. Might I suggest to the member for
North-East Fremantle that approval was
given by the Treasurer, which was a good
way on from the beginning of the business,
on the 14th December, 1946, and a tender
was not accepted for the school at South
Bunbury untit the following August; but
there was no attempt hy anybody—quite the
reverse-——to occasion any delay. It appears
to be inseparable from the machinery of gov-
ernment, which grinds extremely slowly but
also exceeding small. That seemg to be the
position, I was about to observe that I am
informed that the figures I have quoted
represent an all-time record. Both the
numbers and the amount involved are from
100 to 200 per cent. greater than in any
year since 1936-37, beyond which period I
did not ask the resording elerk to go. In
addition, following the policy declared, every
effort has been made to provide children on
correspondence lessons with better oppor-
tunities to contaet other children, and a
substantial reduction in the number of
children on correspondence has been made,

At Bunbury, the Government has pur-
chased premises suitable for a high school
hostel to assist the Country Women's Asso-
clation in the better development of their
project, particularly on account of the diffi-
enlties they were experiencing in retaining
the existing premises, Some thousands of
pounds have heen expended to bring the pre-
mises of the Goldfields Fresh Air League in-
to a condifion suitable for the accommodation
of & lurger number of children. At Gerald-
ton we have taken steps to ensure the con-
tinnance of a hostel for girls which is heing
conducted at that centre. A substantial
amount has been donated to the expansion
of the Hadley Library. High school scholar-
ships bave been inecressed. Assistance has
been given to parents ard citizens’ assoeig-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tions in regard to the provision of vigual aid
projectors, the furnishing of Oslo lunch
rooms and the expansion of school libraries.

An office has been provided for the
Parents and Cifizens’ Federation and a
grant has been made to enable it to employ
a clerk to assist the Federation’s secretary.
The Eduncation Department’s senior staff has
been re-organised with a view to obtaining
greater efficiency, with most desirable results,
and investigations are proceeding with re-
gard to expansion of the scheme for medieal
and dental attention to all children attending
State schools; although here the prime diffi-
culty, apart from finanee, is the inability to
obtzin denta) officers. But four new officers
have been approved and inquiries are being
made as to the acquisition of others. I be-
lieve that the happiest relations exist be-
tween the School Teachers’ Union and the
Government. While it is not always possible
to agree to suggestions made by the union,
all its proposals are given ecareful considera-
tion and many of them have been accepted
cither completely or in a modified form.
Allowances to trainees of the Teachers’
College have been increased and are about
to he inereased again to encourage the main-
tenance of a full training college.

A librarian has been appointed to the
Training College. Assistance has been given
to the students in the provision of social
amenifies, and the Government realises that
the acquisition of = sufficient number of
trained teachers is ahsolautely essential if
the school-leaving age is to be raised and the
number of children per class reduced to a
satisfactory figure, both of which are reason-
able ambitions, From memory, the situation
is that there are 440 trainees at the college
at present, and it is expected that ahout 230
will pass out as teachers at the end of the
year.

Mr, Groham: What is the loss per year?

The ACTING PREMIER: Unfortun-
ately, lnst year the loss nearly eqoalled the
acquisition of teachers from the -ecollege
and prevented any of the lag being made
up. It is expected this year that the num-
ber coming out of the colleme will exceed
losses by 60 or 70, which will make some
contribution towards overtaking the lag
that is still, T believe, of the order of 150.
So it hecomes necessary—as will readily he
renlised—to maintain the population of
the Training College. To that end the
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Government has considered the matter, in
conjunction with the expert officers of the
Education Department, and it has been de-
eided to make these increased allowances.
The position this year, I believe, will be
that the trainee who lives away from home
will receive an allowance of £150 and the
trainee who lives at home will receive £110
per annum,

Moreover, in view of the demand for an
increase in the school-leaving age and =
reduction in the size of classes, opportuni-
ties for entering this profession will con-
tinne for a substantial number of years,
in my opinion, and I believe teaching af-
fords far better opportunities at present—
as the rates of remuneration upon entry
are reasonable—than many other profes-
siong, some of which are bordering on
being overcrowded. We know what are
the problems that must be overcome in
order to achieve these ambitions and I tell
you, Bir, and the people of this State,
that we are steadily applying ourselves
to their solution as fast as is possible, T
have no hesitation in saying that in the 17
months that the Government has been in
office considerable progress has been made
in the field of education. 1t has been sug-
gested by the member for East I’erth that
the last session of Parliament was virtuaily
blank as regards worth-while legislation.
That was a gross exaggeration and must
have been known to be such by the hon,
member. I regret to have to say that.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Page 116!

The ACTING PREMIER: Apypendix
16, on the contrary. I regret to have to
say that, because the hon. member must
have known better. I have no doubt he
did know better—but chose, as many of his
colleagues have chosen—and as the Labour
organisation has chosen over the years, to
endeavour deliberately to misrepresent
those sitting opposite to them.

The Minister for Lands: He is at that
all the time.

The ACTING PREMIER: The first Bill
1 will refer to was one to make provision
for an iron and steel industry in Western
Australia. That project has now proceeded
to a degree where T think the agreement
will be signed within the next few days.
Then there was the Bill covering the intro-
duction of the rural water sehemes, the
Government having made an arrangement
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suitable to the Commonwealtk and the
State, There was the Bill to extend the
activities of the Rural and Industries Bank,
and the Bill to provide for a long overdue
redistribution of Legislative Assembly
seats, which I think the hon, member will
agree was of some importance.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I would not mention
that.

The ACTING PREMIER: It was a good
Bill, and was passed by this House. Then
there was the Bill to wrife off £800,000 of
farmers’ {debts ineurred under the parent
Agt. There was the Bill to effect necessary
reforms in child welfare, and one to make
provision for a review of rents of shared
houses, caravans, the practice of charging
for the key of the door, and the like. There
was a Bill to provide an increase in the
superannuation of civil servants, without
apy increased econtribution from them,
There was the Bill to confer long-service
leave on c¢ivil servants as a right, and not
as a privilege, as well as others too num-
erous to mention. I hope the hon. member
has not forgotten the Bill to provide for an
increase in the salary of members of Par-
liament. That makes hon, members smile,

The list of Bills I have mentioned indi-
cates that the member for East Perth did
not give sufficient thought to the business
of the session—without imputing any other
motive—when he made that statement. I
am sorry to think that that should be so,
but it seems to me to be symptomatic of
the outlook of members opposite when it
comes to the matter of ecriticism. If they
have not much foundation far criticism, they
build up a facade on the lines of that of
the member for East Perth.

Mr. Graham: And you talk about tort-
feasors and so on.

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon. mem=
ber misrepresented the position by saying
that the session was a complete blank. Con-
siderable criticism has been voiced about
the Department of Supply and Shipping.

Mr. Marshall: It is a very efficient de-
partment.

The ACTING PREMIER: I hope in the
next few minutes to be able to satisfy the
hon. member that that is so, and T think
the member for Murchison is open to con-
vietion, if any member on that side of the
House is. The figures available indicate
that the total quantity of goods imported
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by ugfrom the -Bastern fHiates ineveased
in -the-&irsé yeat of this Governmient’s dexth
of -offiee 185 ‘apposed to the preceding 12
wmonthe, Hy 0,000 tons, and while levery of-
ford has beenr mada to bring over from the
Hiastenn .Biates such goods as are essential
to the carrying on of induatry in thin State,
1 wonld peint owt that. that alope should
uot be the main eomsideration. Memhars
spposite scem to have a complajnt that we
arg.not importing sufficient from the East-
ern States, but 1 am sure the member for
Northam would not subseriba to that view,
and T do not.

. Hon, A, H. Panton:
member. for Leederville,

The ACTING PREMIER: 1 referred fo
the tiember for Northam because he had
ah intimate interest in this matter in past
yeétrs. The aim and ambition—in this diree-
thom—of hoth this and the preeeding Goy-
‘tfrent, hos been to ensure that the things
i reqnire but which can be produced in
this State, are produced here, and so it is
the ohject of the ﬁnvemfnvui:~—~opp051te to
that of the memher for Bast Perth who
introduced this enlivening topic to the
Huvnse—that we shonld seek to finimise
-eur importations.
& sperial divicion of the Department of Tn-
dustrial Development was set up to inerense
the supply of boilding materals ‘manufae-
tured in this State, and it will be of dis-
tinet advantage, bearing in mind the con-
tinmal industrial tronbles of the Eastern
States which prevent not only manufac.
tares, but alzo transport— .

Mr. Graham: But that did not start until
1947,

The ACTING PREMIER: I would sug-
zest that the procedure of lessening our
importations has been going on over a
period of years and that it is in fhe best
imnterests of Western Australin that it
should continue to o on.

"Mr. (iraham: TWhat about the cosmetics
{lint are imported? They are pot essential.

The ACTING PREMIER: There are
plenty of people who seem to regard vos,
metice as more essentinl than bread and
butter, but T do not know whether the hon.
member is among those people. My submis-
sion is that 9,000 tons moxre came into West-
ern Aunstralie in the first 12 months of the
present Gavernment than in the preeceding

Neithep does the

1 have olrendy said thak
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12 months, aitd 'I"ope that, dnléss there is
some’ saun& ‘teabtd Fo¥ gt'eatex quantihe;
eoming in, we shall bé ale ‘more and more
ty tely upon ‘our own industry, where tha
industry is soundly hased as most of those
Berp af present’ are. ‘The H'dnb“mry Min-
ister for Bupply and Shippitig, in my
opiniod, it to ‘be ¢ongratulzted and com-
mended on her sobstantially suecessfil ef-
forts to bring in dssentizl swpplies.
Partiewlarly is she'to be congratulated on
the ease she hus kad prepared Yor an increased
quota for Western ‘Australia, from the com-
moen pool, of poods that must be imported
into this State ﬁ'om the Edstern ‘States to
enable 1ocal industries to function properly
in view of their inereused manufactunng
eapacity. One of the. (Ereatest ‘handicaps of
some small industiies in Western Australia
has been the difficulty of obtaining the
neces§ary raw materials, and the Honorary
Minjster has devoted a considerable por-
tion of her time and energy, with great sue-
cess, to the wolution, to & considerable
'deg'ree of that problem,
The Ministey for Lands:
a fine joh.

Tha ACTING I’H'ﬂ“\ﬂ[' Of my uwn
knowledge 1 know of - the sumassful work
done in many directions by the Himorars
Minister for Bupply and- Shippine. | have
seem v great number of communieations,
from persons whose importutions into this
State are of the greatest importance, ex-
pressing appreviation of her services. I will
read three of those letters to the Iouse.

Member interjected.

The ACTINQ PREMIER: What does
that imply? It should {mply nothing, he
eause if it implies ‘anything, it is that these
letters are to bhe read for the purpose of
hamboozling the House,

Hon. A. R. (1. Hawke: Other (iovern-
menis have teceived letters similar to those,

The ACTING PREMIER: The
memhber does not know what they are,

Hon, A. B, G. Hawke: They are letters of
appreciation to the Honorary Minister for
the efforts she has made to bring goods from
the Fastern States to Western Australia.

The ACTING PREMIER: [ have picked
them af random from a large bundle beeanse
I thought the member for Northam or some-
body else with an gqualiy alert mind would

-She has done

hon.
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indulga in just eweh . a remark. The first of
theso Iattera is from H. V. deKay Maorsey
Hutris Pty. Lid: It is v.isated the ‘-1151: Jul‘y,
1947, and. vends— :

"We desire: to achnowledge with thnnks your
letter of the 28th imst., relative to the matter
of shipment of agriculd@sal machinery and
parts to this State, and it is pleasmg to. 1end
your Tatest advices in this respeet.

We appreciate very much indeed \our achwtv
it this directiom, and. it wowld perhaps please
yau to 'kaow 2o ‘that the improvement and
general interest by the Skite Gevernment in
regard to the matter of shipping is remazked pn
mast favourghly in many quacters.

Han, A. R, G. Hawke; T vecaived o lettor
similar to that from the same: ﬁl:m, when ;]
wag in oflice, T

The ACTING PREMIER: That lefter i iy
not befére us. On the 19th May 1948 the
Building Industr'v Congress of W.A.
wrote—

At d meeting of the eouncil of this Congress
today two of our memhérs taportad om variems
matters to, which they had aftended. whilg jin
the Eaatern States rec.ently Dunng discussion
on the impertance of the shipping problem,
attention wos drawn ‘to the faveurable results
whith had. heen- dchieved ‘to dnte, largedy as
the zesnlt of your pgrsonal afforts.

I was agked, tg.-conyey the appreciation of
the building industry and express the hope that
the position will be further improved gs. the
Teguit of yout tenaclty;

The other ]etter ;reads———‘ ‘

The. negotiationg. in connection. wn‘.l! the
trenaport of -these. goods have cxtended over
inany days, and we desire to extend to you anpd
yout staff our sineere thanks for the very cloge
co-peration and asslstance, without whish these
macljings would. still He in Victorin awaiting
shipmenp, which wanld be tp the detriment of
farmers of fhis State, ‘ .

Hon A.R. G. Hawke The previous Gov-
ernment received tbousands. of similar let-
ters.

The ACTING PREMIER: The point at
issne is not whether the previous Govern-
ment received such letters, but that members
opposite have decided—in their own minds
—that the activities of the Honorary Min-
ister for Supply and Shipping are not de-
gerving of any -tommendation whatever. T
do not deny that the preeeding Govermment
probably made substantial and at times sne-
cessful efforts to arhieve what the Honorary
Minister for Supply and. Bhipping has been
trying to achieve in more recent days, but T
do say-—and I am perfecily justified in pro-
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duving avidence to tifs - Feurse—thmt by of-
forts  have- been worthy of coﬂ.rmendalion
beanusp they tiave brought Nqultt-.

“Hen. A, R. O Ha“ke ""The previous
Gutermment did the samie thing without the
holp of in Ifonorau' Miumﬁm

Sitting suspended /‘rom 6.15 to 7.30 P-”‘.".

“The ACTING PREMIER: Before tea
I was dealing with the question of the
need for comumending, rather than the re-
verse, the Hongrary Minigter for Supply
and Shipping. Before I fnish with the
subjeet T, would like to say .thah whep the
Government took office the greatest diffioully
was to securs: adegpate shipping to comvey
consigned gaods to Western Austrslia, There
seemed. to be, considarable lack of, eo.oxdina,
tion, and the goods we did not wani -were
frequently. received and those wa. did want
were frequently Jeft behind. To a. great ex-
tent . that pogition. has bern, xemedied
by continyal application. to the problems
sasocigfed with ftransport: between here. and
the Bastern Stales and representations o
what may, be rffga;fled ns . the pmpqr
quarters

Now, unfortunate,ly, owing to various
ti'oub]ea, softe industrial and some of other
kinds, which have taken plate in the Eastern
States und prevail there so mich, the pro-
duction capacity of the wariouy plants and
factories, in respeet of the many things
which this- State 19 atil forced to get from
the Eastarn Siates, is partly responsible for
our difficulties. The main teouble seems .fo
be under-production at the source of supply
T feel sure that anybody who wants to assist
in the acquisition of these goods for the
belterment of conditions in. Western Anse
tralia, e¢annot do hetter than endeavonr
to persnade the people in indnstry in the
Eastern States, both employers and emr
ployess, of the necessity for inereasing pro-
duction to s reasopable maximum. In this
way there will be more for everyhody and
less difficulty of supply, and our troubles
may e somewhat alleviated.

Mr. Redoreda: Do you not think wom
should send the Honorary Minister over?

r .

The ACTING PREMIER. I waz making
the suggestion more in regard to the hon.
memher and those with whom he is associ-
ated. I did not'think it would be very long
before the hon. member, or one of his
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friends, took the opportunity of inferjecting,
and I would then be able to explain myself
in greater detail. If the Labour Party will
undertake to aecept its share of this effort,
I will vse every endeavour to find people
who will make level representations to the
employing side of industry so that we mey
get that co-ordination and inerease of pro-
duetion which are so vitally necessary. In
other words, if members of the Oppaosition
will do their share, we will try to do ours.

1t might be desirable at this stage for me
to say a word or two, without anticipating
the debate which may later take place, on
the question of the Black Diamond leases,
particularly in regard to the observations
made by the member for Collie. I do not
propose {o say more than that the suspicions
voiced by the hon. member are entirely with-
out foundantion and that the facts, when dis-
elosed, will indicate that the Government took
steps which were best calenlated to main-
tain coal supplies in Western Australia on
a fair and reasonable basis. I will say, how-
ever, that when the Government came into
office, matters affecting the supply of coal,
in eomwon with many other matters, wero
not jn a very satisfactory condition.

The agreement for the supply of eoal by
Amalgamated Collieries—and I might say at
this stage that various agreements with
Amalgamated Collieries over a long period
of years, had been signed by suceessive Gov-
ernments of the present Opposition Party—
for the year ended the 31st December, 1947,
was for a period of two years. It had not
been signed by the outgoing Government at
the end of 15 months of the two-year period,
nor had the conditions which were to be con-
tained in that document been settled by the
Government to an extent which would enable
an agreement to be signed, Tt was therefore
necessary for the Minister in charge of the
matter to toke up, in association with other
Ministers vitally coneorned, the question of
comine to nn arrangement in regard to the
period of two years, partly becanse it was
not at all desirable that an arrangement
should continne withont any agreement
whatever, and partly hbeecause on the comple-
tion of the agreement depended the receipt
by the Government of considerable sums of
money. These sums were eclaimable by the
Government in respect of thbat apreement if
it were completed.
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The agreement was completed and subse-
quently renewed for & short period in order
that negotiations might proceed for s final
and better seftlement of the coal problem
for a substantia]l period of years. The
Opposition, from the remarks of certain
members, and I will refer only to certain
members, apparently viewed Amalgamated
Colliertes with some suspicion, There has
been ample opportunity in the long period
during which Labour Governments have re-
meined in office in this State, if it were de-
sirable, to terminate the arrangements with
Amalgamated Collieries or with any other
concern, for that matter, which was supply-
ing coal fo the Western Australian Govern-
ment, the principal eonsumer of Collie coal.
No action was taken in that direetion, and
therefore it can be assumed that there was
reasonable satisfaction, at least so far as
the Government of that day was concerned.

I now turn to a matter which, while of a
minor nature, indicates the trend of Labour
propaganda and relyctance on the part of
some of its sections—in saying that I will
not econdemn the whole organisation—io
adhere to anything like the truth. I have
already rteferred to certain propaganda
which hag been continually cirenlated over
a period of approximately 13 vyears, and
which had no foundation at all in fact. I
find that even the more youthful members of
the Labour Party are evidently being trained
in the same class of propaganda methods.
T understand that the “News Letter” is the
official organisation of the TUniversity
Branch of the ALP. 1In its issue of Fri-
day, the 9th April, 1948, Vol. 1, No. 7, an
article written by the editor Qesaling with
the building question stated inter alia—

Peraistent bleat is that there isn’t enough
building materials, Thia doesn't square with
the peculiar issuing of permits for the May-
fair, His Majesty’s, the Weat Perth Glaciarium,

sundry hotels, not to mention luxury renova-
tions about the place,

There ean be only one of two alterna-
tives regarding statements of that nature;
either they were made deliberately with the
knowledge that they were untrue or they
were made without any inquiry as to the
actnal facts and in those cireumstanees they
are equally culpable. Tt is a faet that
the permit was issued to the Mayfair Theatve
in September, 1946, which was six months
before the Wise Government went out of
office. As to the permit for a glaciarium,
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West Perth, it is true that the Housing
Commission rbout this time last year is-
sued 2 permit in respect of portion of the
plan which was supposed to be a freezing
works. When this came under the notice
of the member for North Perth, who was
then Acting Minister for Honsing, he took
steps in accordance with the powers given
to the Minister for Honsing under the Act
to cancel the permit. The cancellation was
notified within two days of the intention to
issue a permit, even though it was not
clear that the permit included provision for
materials for the glaciarium itself. In
eonsequence no part of that building was
proceeded with.

No permits whatever have heen issued
for the erection of hotels, The Licensing
Court has granted provisional eertificates,
as it is entitled to do, but the court has
made it perfectly plain that it is wunlikely
any permit will be issned until 1951 and,
as a matter of fact, in the majority of
cases, no pressure has been applied for the
granting of any such permit because the
pending licensees are well acquainted with
the position. Consequently we must come
to the conclusion—and I think one ecan
come to no other eonclusion——that this see-
tion of the Labour Party is following the
lead of other sections which find actual
and sound opportunities for eriticism of
the Government so few and far between
that, in order to provide its followers with
some sensationalism or openings for eriti-
eism, it is not averse to telling lies and
half truths,

Mr. Brady: Is mention made of the im-
provements to Helena Vale racecourse?

The ACTING PREMIER: No,
Mr. Brady: It should have been.

The ACTING PREMIER: I think the
gentleman who started that work was prose-
cuted. He had not a permit.

Mr. Styants: And the club paid the fine.

The ACTING PREMIER: That is not
the responsibility of any Government; it is
the responsibility of the magistrate and, if
the hon. member likes, of Parliament, al-
thongh the penalties were substantielly
increased last session. Still, we cannot die-
tate to a magistrate; otherwise we would
ruin the responsibility of the judiciary, and
the.hon. member would not want to do that.
Obviously no permit was issued or the party
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concerned would not have heen prosecuted
for building without a permit. I think I
have established the true aspect of that
matter without much difficulty. At this stage
I feel impelled to make some reference fo
the observations of the member for Bunbury.

Mz, Rodoreda: Befors you pass on to
that, wil]l you tell ns something abount the
Royal Commission on Vermin?

‘The ACTING PREMIER: I suggest fo
the hon. member that this is my speech and
that it is & matter for me to decide, I have
told the member for North-East Fremanile
that I shall say something ahout that in a
little while and that promise I shall most
cerfainly honoar.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Provided we have
patience,

The ACTING PREMIER: Patience is a
virtue, highly desirable, but possessed by
few. The member for Bunbury, in a splene-
tic and somewhat ili-advised speech, accused
the CGlovernment of being insincere and of
political wirepulling. The unfortunate part
is that the hon. member had no justifieation
whatever in fact for his remarks. Let me
say first of all that, in the case of Albany,
the outline of the harboonr scheme has only
just been approved, a dredge that will take
two years or thereabouts to arrive has been
ordered and no other work has yet heen
initiated,

Is there any reason why those two parts
of Western Australia, with their own par-
tieular zones, cannot be developed without
jealonsy or wantagonism? I have never
subseribed to any point of view other than
that. For my part and so far as the
Government is coneerned, we consider it our
duty to endeavour te develop all parts of
the State that are capable of being de-
veloped. Above all, it is our desire, so far
as is practicable—although we know the
practical limitations—to decentralise irade
and industry. It is no part of our daty,
as the member for Bunbury should know, fo
decentralise industry or trade to Bunbury
anly. His spleen was apparently caused by
the Caet that at long last it is proposed to
do something for Albany, but I have already
indizated that as yet nothing has been done
there whereas considerable work is in pro-
gress at Bunbury. I will tell the hon. mem-
her a few other things in a moment that
will probably interest him to some .degree.
I give him this assurance that the work
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on-the Bunbury: Uarbour that hasibeen an-
thorised will be proceeded with.

- An xmaurd of 280,000 way pladed on' the
Foan Estimates for this financial year, which
is the utmost that the Covernment antiei-
pdtes dan be expended, ‘having in mind
the -provision of materials nud manpower.
Al this is quite eoutzary to the views ex-
pressed by the mewber fur Bunbury. Not
more than £9,000 would be on account of
the rockbredker dredge. 1 think the hon.
gentleman referred to a sum of something
l”J.ke £30,000 for that item. I have the latest
infhrmation on this. subjeet and am supply-
ing it to the hon. member in order that there
may be no further eonfusion in his mind.
The Government has never varied from its
Ttention to proveed with the earrying out of
the scheme, which ineludes provisién of &
greyne, an ¢atentionifo tha boedkwater, a eut
eonneeting the estoary to the .sen above
Turliay Point, a bank isclating the. estusry
frem the harbour, an edtension of the sand
gwoypne, deepening of the navigation chanmel
and; the: provision of new berths at an
ostivaate? totul cast of approzimstely
£1,000J000- on today’s fignre. - That ig the
totad of the work whmh 4 confenplated over
a- flermd

oy member for Bunbury referred to 4
mnfusmn in the drafting of s minute writ-
ten by the Premier, leadmg to an ungder-
standing that the rockbreaking dredge was
ntetted for the breakwater and the Turkey
Potht ‘ott. The minute does hof ‘wppear 1o
ifiPer this. 'The hon. member suggests that
tHe whale project is held wup because Mr.
Tydeman is not giving farther considerafion
to the Bunbury harbour seheme until he hus
completed his report dn the Fremantle har-
bour. In order that there should be no
delay, the Government arranged for Mr.
Tydeman to give immediate consideration to
the Bunbury proposals. The work is not
teld up. But we have no final report yet. The
membrr for Bunhury appears to be obsessed
with the necessity, above everylhing else, of
eompleting the cut above Turkey Point. He
does not realise that at the present time the
eut consists of only a mark on the plan. To
connect the estuary to the ses snccessfully
is n major engineering work and requires
careful surveys and designs.

That js the position so far as the actual
work at Bunbury is concerned. It is pro-
eeeding as fast as circumstances will permit,
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Se farjas gencerns Banbury havieg been
supersgled by apy otber work, that is not s0;
a3 no other work, in. the southern part of the
State has been commenced, although if is in.
tended to commence it as soen Ay creum.
stances will allow. It is strange Mr, Speaker,
that the memher for Bunbury should be so
nnstatesmanlike as o -acuuse thiy Govern-
#nient of wire-pulling as be did, end should
saggoet that becausge it desires to de somes
thing for the development of the zoue around
Albany, it woukd minimise anything that can
he dene at Bunbbry.

‘Hon, A&. R, . Hawke: I think you mis-
represent Him by saying that.

FLhs ACTING PREMIER: If [ eounld
regd from the “Hanpsard” report of his
spaech, which I have pernsad only & quarter
of an heur age, I .think the member for
Northam would find that that was the epe
sance-~not the exaet phraseplogy, nf eourse
~—of what the swember, for Bunbury did say.

" Hon. A, R, . Tawke: I have read the
“Hansard” report twite and I think yoa
misrepresent his aftitude to the matter.

The Ministey for Lands: What sre you
trying to start now?

The ACTINE PREMIER: " shall not
¢ontipue an avgument On tlmse lines, The
word “wirepulling™ was uged.  Wea will
stoy at that, This eomes from a gentieman
who. represents a distriet whiere, sines 1918
and: excluding all' thought of expense on
grou); settlemant in the Banbuny eone, there
has becn a total expenditure by the Guvers.
ment of £3050,000; whereas g the other
area to which he made veferance the tetal
expenditure in the smne..pgnod wn, simijar
work was £122,000, or a difference of
£2,928,000, So, while I give Lim the assur-
ance that the work will proceed, there is
no intention whatever to hamper in any way
—quite the contrary—the development of
the area around his electorate, may I sup-
gest to hini that he adopt 4 somewhat more
statesmanlike attitude and allow other por-
tions of the Staio—not only Albany; ather
portions will be reeciving consideration be-
fore very jong—to take their fair share of
whatever is going in the best interests of the
whole of Western Australia. If the hon.
member will do that, he and T no doubt will
have no canse for disagreement whaiever,
as I would not blame him for a moment for
putting his best foot forward in regard to
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his oww deorae. . Bat: [-do:think thed, inall
- the Givedmebamioey it owak rativer unnecassary
‘10 spproneh The subjert of the Albany gone
cevelopment in the way he -did,. espedially
oswhen he knew thet ceriain- faets. in regard
therety luyl hiren hroutrht to his notice.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Tn other words,
it he agreds with vou, you wlﬁ be good
fiiends,

Mr. LesTie: That is only natural

The AUTING PREMIER : That is hardly
iair, because 1 do not think we are expected
to agres upon every subjeei in order fo be
goud friends. Were that so, my opportuni-
ties for being good friends with the mem-
her for Northam would be singularly limi-
ted, whereas I have the feeling that we are
at most timeés on fairly good terms.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: We will see about
that later.

“The ACTING PREMIER: It is a matter
of opinion from time to time, and that is
where I leave the member for Bunbury, as
T’ think 'be ‘can ‘rest satisfed =s to the re-
maindey of his obdervations, ' At #n earlier

“stame of the debnte the member for North-
Eust Fremantle made referénee to the Mt.
Barker, ecast and west, transpovt merviece,

I do not prepose to take up much time on
this subjoet. The point he endeavoured to
muke apparently was that I, as the member
for that distriet, had undertaken, as soon
a5 the chinge of (fovernment took place, to
muke strong representations—with preat

rease of the subsidy. I
peint out to the hon. member that the in.
ereased subyidy to whieh he referred was
abtained while T was Leader of the Oppo-
sition and that since that time, to the best
of my knowledge, information and belief,
there has been no alteration therein.

I am rather surprised-—this is the rea-
son I make refevence to it—ithat the hon.
member should have endeavoured to ereate
the impression that intense pressure had
heen hraught to hear by nie upon the Trans-
port Board. Tn any event, the extra amount
involved was only in the vieinity of £120
per annum, T feel perfectly certain that
will not be detrimental to the loeal authori-
ties ahont whom he was concerned. In any
ease, it is the responsihility of the State
Transport Board to decide what payments
it shall make. 1 conclude this subject by
saying that since that time the service
which the new proprietors are giving is a

-$il

aucgess ) and Ladnderstand- that 4. kew [basis

. #e-tiow helhg arrived: st by -the Transport
-Board, which the board has not disenssed

with me but which I am informed wilk put
the service on a more economical basis. I
mention that because there was a reference
to me by the member for North—East Fre-

‘mantle who 1 feel sure will appreciate the

fact that he was under some mlsapprehen-
sion, ' ‘

The memher for' South Frpmantle, look-
ing for a reason to halter the "Goveriiment,
endeavouredl to (*wtzlhhﬂ'h that We Bad tome-
thing to o with a ‘somewhat Frandulent
home-huilding company, thdt m- w*crf- -
teetly 1e-pnn:=ib}e for— -

Alr, Fo.x 1aid uot aay )ou had nnyt.hmg
to do with it.

The ACTING PREMIER )i s.n:nd he *n-
deavoured. to eatablish that we had some-
thing to do with its opergtions.

Mr. Fox: 1 chd nob say any’thmrr off the
sort. :
The Mmister-for L ands Take ymm gmel

The ACTING PREMIEH: T would love

‘the hon. tiember to- look more tardfully

info what he did say. I admil: that nt the
time he ‘was in a rather— .

The Minister for Laﬂds E‘Xeite‘d t‘ondi-
tion! '

The ACTIX(: PREMIER: I will not say
in an exeited eondition, but in o disorgan-
jsed frame of mind and possibly he was
not quite aware what he did- say.
© Mr. Fox: T know exactly what I said.

The ACTING PREMIER: Let us “put it
this way. The company was going strony
about Augnst 1946. As a matter of fuet it
had by thut time, I understand, defaulted
in ifs pavments of rent and the Jandlord
was seeking to eject it. The Government
had no more to do with its sueeesstnl or ni-
sueesssful  operations subsegnent to  that
time than our {overnment did subsequent
to the 1st of April, 1947, heeanse during
both perinds—the hon. member has assured
me in regard to the period since April, 147,
and T have raade inquiries with regard to
the petiod hefore then—it was taking money
under what were virtually false pretences.
But that had nothing to do with any Gov-
ernuent and only exemplifies the wenkness
of the case whieh the hon. member tried
to pai up.
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Mr. Fox: I said that they were encour-
aged by the fact that in your Policy speech
you said you would build houses for two-
unit families, but did not.

The ACTING PREMIER: A few years
ago the hon. member’s Government promised
to baild 4,000 houses a year so I think he
had better leave the subject alone.

Mr. Fox: We brought down a Bill to build
houses for letting in 1937 and your pals up
shove threw it out.

The ACTING PREMIER: The previous
Government promised to build 4,000 houses
a year and did not suecceed; so I say that
this company was encouraged to start build-
ing operations because of that Government’s
failure to carry out its promise. That is
as logical as the argument of the member
for South Fremantle.

Mr. Fox: It was encouraged, by your pro-
mises, to rob widows and children.

The ACTING PREMIER.: It was encour-
aged by the promises of the previous Gov-
ernment fo rob other people. 8o I think
we can leave the subject-matter alone,

Mr. Fox: You do your job and put them
in their place!

The ACTING PREMIER: They do not
exist, 50 how can I do that$

Mr. Fox: Of course you can!

The ACTING PREMIER: Where are
they? You find them for me.

Mr. Fox: That is your job.

The ACTING PREMIER: No, it is not.
They do not exist. T promised the member
for North-East Fremantle that T would say
something about the veport of the Royal
(Commission op vermin. The present posi-
tion is that it is quite probable the Gavern-
ment will infroduce legislation. The matter
ix a subjeet of discussion hetween the Hon-
orary Minister for Agriculture and two
other members of Cabinet with a view to
recommendations heing made. There have
heen some changes in the position since the
report of the Roysl Commission was made,
and it is as difficult to get unanimity on the
commission's recommendations from mem-
hers an this side of the House as it possibly
would be to seenre it from the whole House,

Mr. Rodoreda: T bet it is on the rating
proposition!

The ACTING PREMIER : There are sev-
eral ways of approaching the subject, and
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an investigation is being made into the re-
port at present. I am very hopeful indeed
that legislation will be introduced before the
end of the session.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You promised to do
it. It was not that you might do it.

The ACTING PREMIER: I pointed out
last session that a Policy speech is intended
to cover the period between the time it is
delivered and the normal next election, which
is generally three years. It would be im-
possible, no matter how well intentioned any
Cabinet might be, to carry out the whole
of the programme—or ever a substantial
portion of it—submitted to the electors, in
a period of one and a quarter years.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Ves; bui more
than 18 months age this was an wurpent
problem!

The ACTING PREMIER: I have said
that eircumstances have somewhat changed
and the problem has not been 8o urgent.
Other problems of greater urgency have
presented themselves. There are those with
a knowledge of the ontback distriets who
will agree that there are certain aspeects of
the problem that have changed during the

. intervening period.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The member for Mt.
Marshall has shot all the emus!

The ACTING PREMIER: He has had
great satisfaetion from the Department of
Agrieulture in that matter, as he indicated
last mnight.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That, Mr. North-
Fast Fremantle, is the Minister’s reply on
the vermin question.

The ACTING PREMIER: It is sll he
will get tonight and I think he will agree
that it is all he is entitled to get tonight.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I know that we will
get no Vermin Bill as was promised.

The ACTING PREMIER: Docs the hon.
member? Let him wait and see,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin; *“We will give full
implementation o the recommendations of
the Royal Commission.” That was the pro-
mise.

The ACTING PREMIER: I am not going
to say that. There may be one or two items
left out. I have changed my mind on one
or two points.
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Mr. Rodoreda: Naturally!
that side of the House now,

The ACTING PREMIER: No. One of
my changed views is due to a report from
the officers of the Department., A man
should not be ineapable of changing an
opinion which may have been formed in
error. I am referring more particularly
at the moment to the mobile units, I have
not ¢hanged my mind by reason of the very
great expense involved—1 believe that eould
be overcome—but because I think it would
be difficult, if not impossible, to fit them
up at thé present time. I tell that to the
member for North-East Fremantle, who
strongly pressed that point of view earlier.
At that time I did not sce eye to eye with
him; but if a man cannot change his mind,
he is not capable of progress. In that par-
tienlar direction I have changed my mind.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: I know you have 2
big hurdle to jump.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:
weight to earry over it.

The ACTING PREMIER: In the course
of his remarks earlier this session the mem-
ber for Northam accused the Government
of extravagance; and having been asked to
.nominate some of the ijtems of extrava-
gance, he referred to the appointmeni of
Royal Commissions. The Premier, in mak-
ing some reply to his remarks, indicuted
that it had been the intention of the former
Government, had it remained in office, as
disclosed by the undertaking of the present
Leader of the Opposition when he spoke on
a motion affecting the railways, to have a
close inguiry into that matter by respon-
gible persons. So with regard to the ap-
pointment of at least one of the Royal
Commissions I clajm there was unanimity
of thought. This appointment of Royal
Commissions and like inquiries has not been
the special privilege of the present Govern-
ment, We have been in office 16 or 17
months and it is therefore a fair proposi-
tion to examine the number of Royal Com-
missions and other inguiries which were
created or instituted by the preceding Gov-
ernment in a similar period—that is to say,
from Deecember, 1945, to the date it went
out of office.

In December, 1945, Mr. A. Donne, man-
ager of the State (Coalmine, New South
Wales, was invited to examine our coal in-
duatry and report as to the prospects of

You are on

And a lIot of
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improveraept in the present mining methods
and likely additional operations with a
view to early increases in production. A
report dated the lst January, 1946, was
made to the Government. Following a reso-
lution of the Legislative Council dated the
27th November, 1945, that the Government
should appoint a Royal Commissioner to
inquire into the administration, conduct
and control of trotting in Western Austra-
lia, and to recommend any legisla-
tion considered necessary, the Govern-
ment zppointed on the 20th February, 1946,
Mr. C. McLean, magistrate of Melbourne,
to be a Royal Commissioner, and his re-
port was presented in June, 1946, In
Mareh, 1946, Mr. W. J. Wallwork was ap-
pointed Coal Production Commissioner for
a period of six months in association with
a representative of the workers and & repre-
sentative of the mining company con-
cerned. In April, 1946, the powers of a
Royal Commissioner were given to Mr.
Wallwork. The terms of reference cov-
ered methods of production and develop-
ment of coalmines, terms and conditions of
employwment in coalmines, including ameni-
ties, and improvements in quality of coal by
cleaning, grading and blending ete. An in-
terim report was presented in August, 1946,
and a final report in September, 1947,

Mr, W. J. Wallwork was appointed in
July, 1946, to inquire into housing matters
and shortages in the building trade. Re-
ports were made on the 9th August, 1946,
the 30th August, 1946 and the 17th Octo-
ber, 1946. TIn September, 1946, Professor
P. MecCallum, of Melbourne University,
was invited to report on the need for a
medieal sehool in this State, the cost of
establishing same and the practicability of
providing staff and operating the sehool by
1947. The report was presented in October,
1946. In November of that year Mr. Wall-
work was appointed a Royal Commissioner
to inquire into and report on present hous-
ing costs, the reasons for any variations in
costs, ecauses and effects of shortages of
materials and labour, and the effect of con-
trol svstems on costs.

In TFebruary, 1947, Messrs J. 8. Teasdale,
8. B. Donovan, J, Sadler and R, P. Roberts
were appointed as a Roval Commission to
inquir: into the best arrangements for the
stabilisntion and marketing of wheat for
whentgrowers in this State,  Their report
was avpointed on the 14th May, 1947. So,
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¥ we -ade the fngers of 'both hawds
to eonnt ‘thede vezpedtive comrmittees of ifh-
quiry and Royal Commrigtiens, we find that
the sedles baianeé gbout evenly, There
fore I du ot thibk there is any substen-

tial ground for, alleping that there has been

extravagance in regard to the appointment
‘of “Royal Commissiona or ulneeessary In-
quirien, any more than theére was by ‘the
prrevious Adminigtration,

1 devire tv make réference to a eouple of
observations hy the member for Fast Perth
and the membet for Kalgoorlie, The member
for Fast Perth, when reforting to fhe so-
enlled mitk strike, was in my opihion grossly
unfair to the Homorary Minister for Agri-

" enlture. He said that the Minister, when the
strike was in the offing, vanizshed te the
Eastern States, Now, 1 do not know whether
the hon. member delichts in being unfair,
but he Yavs himself ‘bpen to the snpgestion
that he does when he maokes statements of
that kind.

Mr. Graham: Is that true or false?

The AGTING PREMIER: The Honer-
nry Minister went to the Eastern Btates
to a mecting of the Agriculiural Couneil
that had been arranged some fime hefore
the milk strike was even thought of. 'When
he left the milk strike was certainly not
under way.

Mr. Grabam:
starting,

The ACTING PREMIER: Ha left the
Btate on the Thursdey night and the milk
gtrike storted on the following Tuesday
morning, The hon, gentleman was obliged
to go on State business. The implication
by the member for East Perth was not
only nnfair and ungenerous but, in my
opinion, totally unwarranted. I that is
going to be the attitude adopted by mem-
hers of this House in regard to the ahsence
of Ministers on State business, it is quite
ohvious that a most unsetisfactory state of
affair wil result. These meetings in the
Eastern Btates are not the desira of Gov-
ernmenty, of either complexion, of Western
Australin. They have to be allended, and
if Western Australia is not represented at
them it is not satisfactory.

Mr. @Graham: A deputy _was soon found
for the Minister for Railways when he
could not attend a Federal meeting.

The ACTING PREMIER: Fortunately,
n deputy was over there, If there had

It was on the eve of
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‘beari: no-bhie there the mesting ebuldl’ not
have taken plats The Minister Por Hons-

;ing—the member: . fur - West Ferth-“-fwab

there. | .

The Minigter oy Rm‘llways: The Pre-
‘micr way invited t6 the donference, in dny
easg, ‘

The ACTING. PREMIER: Had there

.been mo-one in the Eastern States wo counld

not have been xepresented at that meeling,
because, as far as I know, there was not
Lime for anyome {0 get there, or barey time.
The member for Kalgoorlie asked a question
yosterday in regard tp rail freights, which 1
answered, and thab answer was referred to
by the .hon. member ip the course of his ve-
marks last pight. I, reiterate, it is impos-
-gibla to denl with this matter on a sectiopal
basis. I -dp suggest to him, however, that
if he agrees o make. yepresemtations for
some other form of assistance it might be
possible for the Government to aecede to
themt, I appreeiate his pbint of view 'and
understand hix difHeulty. While [ eannet
see that there is any ;prospeet of a specific
-reductign heing made in fayour of goldfields
mings, I can understand that the difficulties
mentioned might arise. I sugmest he gives
the matter forther thought and, if he cares
to make representations I, for ope, will be
happy to. consider them . and will fry to
evolve some scheme that will be of assistance
to the mines, without upsetting the general
arrangement of railway operations and
charges, .

1 pive the hon. member this assuranoe,
that the euestion of water charges on the
Goldfields and in oOther areas hus received
consideration, and we shall shortly be able
to anniounce what proposals we intend to
put into operation. T do not know that thev
will entirely suit ‘him, hut they will ke
some contribution towards alleviating the
position which has ewisted for &0 many
years. If has been a surprise to me that
the inguiry that twas made into the matter
by the present Qovernment was not ocom-
meneed by its predecessor. When T realice
the substantial support which the pre-
ceding Government obtsined, politieally,
from the goldfields areas, I find it almost im-
possible to understand why the representa-
tions of the members for those distriets did
ftot at least enuse an inquiry to be eom-
meneed, even if .they did not bring abeut
actual results. Awnyway, we are going into
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the matter but I.doubt whethey the condu-
sions will altogther swit the hon, gentlemay
who addressed himself to this subjeet last
ovening., [ do fe€l; kowever, that they will
go some way towards helping him.

In conclusion may I say ¥ have traversed
a preat many of the cbjections and com-
plaints that have been raised by members.
1t is of course impossible for me to eover
them all. My main objective, as I idicated
when I started, was to show that much of
the time spent om these debafes in this
House has been substantially wasted in dis.
cusging propaganda. I have indicvated that
I am not anxious to deal with that type of
question. T am prepasred to get down and
do some constructive work az early as pos.
sible but, if memhers. apposite persist in
dragging up these things, then I promise
them I will make avery possible effort to
bring up just as many to controvert what
they say, ‘

Mr. Hegney: Is that o threat? o

Thy ACTING PREMIER: My tecomn-
mendation to both sides s to forget this
kind of thing amd get down fo the real snb-
jectmatier that ig in the wminds of individnal
members in regard to problems of district
or $tate importance. Memhbers woirld make
4 far belter contributicn and.do mueh more
te justify pur existence am g legislative bhody
by aacepting the verdict of the electors when
given, and weiting until next time to fight
it out again.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: I move—

That tha debate He adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

.

Ayes .. .. 16 -
Noes .. b e 18
o
Majority against .. .. 2
' Aves,
Mr. Brady Mr. Needham
Mr. Fox Mr. Nylsen
Mr. Graham Mr. Panton
Mr. HJnwke Mr, Reynolds
Mr. Hegney Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hosr Mr. Btyants
Nr. Kelly Mr. Tankin
Mr, Marshall Mr. Rodoredn
: {Paiter.)
Nozrg,
Mr, Ahbott Mr. Nalder
Mr. Ackland Mr. Nimmo
Afr. Barvell Mr. Seward
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Shearn
AMr. Cornell Mr, Thorn
Mr. Doney Mr, Watis
Mr. Grayden Mr, Wicge
My, Hill BMr. Tates
My, Murrey Mr, Braod
(Felior.)

oy ]
Parmms,
AYEB. Noss,

Mr, Wise Mr. MeLarty
Mr., Leghy . Mp. MeDonald .
Mr. Colller r. Kpanan
g}r. g‘irint %i{: Leslie

. May , Parking
Mp. Bmith Mr. Mann
My, Coverley . Mr. Hall

Motion thus negatived.

HON. A. B. G HAWKE (Northam)
[8.20]; Members will have gathered the
impression- -from the speech delivered by
the Acting Premier—that it there ix cne
thing more than another in which he lelieves,
and for which he would almost lay down hix
life, it is Tair play and reasonable dealing.
In many parts of his speech he uttered con-
demnation of what he considered to be un-
fair play, untair statements and actions, It
therefore came as a great surprise to me
that, when I sought to obtain the adjoprn-
ment ol this debate, the voice of the Acting
Premier was loudest of all - in denying e
that opportunity. - ' ° ‘

Hou. J. B, Sleeman: He did not want
you to be given a chaneg ta Teply (o him,

The Acting Premisr; « I thought ¥ was do-

'ing the veplying,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Aéting
Premier thought he was daing the replying!
What spevial right has he above any other
memYer of the House in a debate of this
kind? Tlas he some specinl right to receive
preferential treatment shove everyone else?

1f so, in what Standibg Order is it con-

tained, or by what practice of Parliament
has it been lajd down? T am inelined to
think, from the interjection of the Acting
Premier, that he places altogether too great
an impartanee upon himself—

The Aeting Premier; No.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE :—and upon hix
stundiny-in this Chambex.

The Acting Premier: You have had
ample opportunity for five weeks to speak.

Houn. A. K. G. HAWKE: T have had np
more opportunity than has the Acting Pre-
mier himself, yot he comes bere tonight with
a bundle of anything up te 200 pages of
notes—

Myr. Marshall: Al badly marshalled by
his agerits.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE ~—in whigh is
contained a caveful analysis of things done
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and alleged to have been done by Labour
Governments over a long period of years
now past. Upon the basis of that case, care-
fally prepared over a period of weeks, he
laonched an attack on past Labour Govern-
ments with regard to many matters, and 1n
order that I might have the barest of fair
play, by being given 24 hours or, at the ut-
most, three days in which to prepare a reply
to the unfair eriticism of the Acting
Premier, I moved that the debate be ad-
joarned. Out of hand, the Acting Premier
vefused me that right; saying, in effect,
“Whilst T have had many weeks and the
assistance of many officers to prepare my
criticism and condemnation of previous
Governments, you, as Acting Leader of the
Opposition, will not be given even five min-
utes in which to prepare any defence to
the attack I have made upon those Govern-
ments.” :

Mr. Grayden: Wha will reply to you?
You would go on for ever.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I have no objec-
tion to anyone replying to me. That privi-
lege is available to asnyone who has mnot

already taken advantage of the opportunity’

of speaking in this debate. The action of
the Aecting Premier in refusing even the
shortest adjournment exposes the holiowness
of the attitnde he sought to adopt through-
out the speech that has just concluded. It
exposes the hollowness of his elaim, ex-
pressed and implied, that he is a super-
believer in fair play and fair fighting, and
that he would not consider, even to the
slightest extent, saying or doing anything
that was at all unfair or unreasonable. His
attitude on the motion that I moved for
the adjournment of the debate indicated ever
so elearly that he believes in putting the
hoots in and then making it impossible for
the persons into whom the boots have been
put to fight back in the ordinary fair and
reasonable way. That is the attitude of the
Acting Premier, shorn of all the protesta-
tions and make-believe with which he sur-
rounded himself during his speech.

Mr. Grayden: That would mean that all
members would get 24 hours in which to
reply to each other’s speeches,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: 1 prefer not to
take any notice of the interjections of the

mamber for Middle Swan. T hope he will
take no offence at that,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. A. H. Panton: At any rate, he is
leaving us shortly.

Hon. A. R. (. HAWKE: I will quote
from a speech made in this House on the
11th November, 1947, by the member for
Irwin-Moore. In the portion to which I
will refer he strongly eriticised the Acting
Premier and said—

But a2 man who could make statements of
that sort—

The member for Irwin-Moore was there re-
ferring to the Aecting Premier—

—could never have captained a successful
sporting team, at any rate,

Mr. Bovell; He is vice-captain of a sue-
cessful Government.

Hon., A, R. G. HAWKE: Had members
listened carefully to the speech of the Aet-
ing Premier, they would have found running
through it an exaggerated idea of his own
qualities of fair play and sportsmanship,
and an extremely jaundiced view of those
qualities as found in other members. Where
any member during the course of the debate
criticised the Government, that member, in
the view of the Acting Premier, had heen
splenetic and had vented his spleen on the
Government. Not only did the Acting Pre-
mier apply that generally to members of
the Opposition but, with even more bitter-
ness and feeling, to the Liberal Party mem-
ber for Bunbury, who had sufficient courage
to stand up in his seat and advocate a better
deal for his distriet.

The Minister for Lands; We will see how
bitter you are tonight.

Hon, A- R. G. HAWKE: This is sup-
posed to be a representative Parliament
where the elected representatives of de-
moeracy are enabled to express their views
freely and where members from different
distriets are expected hy their people to
eriticise the Government when they think
criticism is justified, and to advocate strongly
the requirements and wants of their distriets.
Surely things have come to a sorry pass in
this House when a member who does that,
especially a member of the Government side,
is declared to have been splenetic; deelared
to have vented his spleen against the Gov-
ernment or some portion of it.

Evidently the Acting Premier wants be-
hind him only “Yes” men, men who are pre-
pared to sey “Yes” to everything he advo-
cates or wants, men who are prepared to



{2 SeprEMPER, 1048.] |

praise him, even though the praise is in no
way genuing or justified. Evidently there is
to be no right of independent thought and
independent statement given to any sup-
porter of the Government in this House by
the Acting Premier. In all those things any
person who has any knowledge of the legal
profession—and I do not say this in any way
derogatory to the profession or to anyone
in it—is aware that a person with legal train-
ing ean use words to suit the situation,

The Acting Premier: It does not require
2 Jegal training to do that.

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: For instance,
using the reasoning basis employed by the
Acting Premier himself, there were many
wmore splenetic outbursts in his own speech
than there were in any other speech deliver-
ed in the Hounse during the eourse of this
debate. So it i3 quite an easy matter for
him to say that the member for Bunbury,
in his speech, was splenetic, but it would
be just as easy and more justifiable to say
that portions of the speech of the Aeting
Premier were much more splenetic. The
Acting Premier would say that the more
severe statements in his speech were moti-
vated by righteous indignation. That is the
difference! With the Acting Premier when
things are different they are not the same!

If the member for Bunbury, the member
for Avon, the member for Beverley or Can-
ning, to piek a few members on the Govern-
ment side who are prepared to criticise the
Government, think it is justified and neces.
sary for them to eritieise, they are indulging
in splenetic outbursts in the opinion of the
Acting Premier, although in fact they
might be giving volee to some indignation
they fcel on behalf of the electors or some
portion of the electors, whom they represent
in this House,

The Acting Premier: They would not talk
about political wire-pulling and other things.

Hon, A. R. G, HAWKE: T am not con-
cerned whether they are—

The Acting Premier: Their eriticism
would be welcome without references of that
type.

Hon. A. R. . HAWKE: 1 do' not think
the Acting Premier can start to square off
suecessfully now that the hollowness or the
ineonsistency of the attack he made on the
member for Bunbury and others is being
demonsirated to the Hounse. The eriticisms
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voiced by the memlers I have mentioned,
and in some degree also by the member for
Maylands, were not their own criticisms of
the Government, they were not their own
criticisms of what the Government had failed
to do and should bave done, but were the
eritieisms which had to come to them from
the people they represent. The Aecting
Premier and any of bis colleagues would be
extremely foolish to brush aside any eritic-
ism voiced during this debate, especially by
their own members, as being merely a
splenetie outburst on the part of those parti-
cular memhers, or some individual complaint
by those members.

Evidently the Acting Premier and
probably other members of his Government,
feel that this Government is not to be
criticised or, if it is, everyone eriticising it
to any extent is to be charged with indulging
in splenetic outbursts. Is this Government
a sort of hot-house plant that cannet even
be breathed upon by any human being for
fear it will fade away?

Hon. A. H, Panton: Ng such luck.

Mr. Marshall: Tt will fade away at the
next election. There is no doubt about that.

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: Is this Govern-
ment to be surrounded with some strusture
that makes it impossible for criticism to be
heaped upon it? I say that the members of
this Government wounld he wise to realise
that Lhe ecriticism voiced in the Chamber
during this debate, especially by its own
members, is publie eriticism of the Govern-
ment and a very sure indication that the
publiz are realising that it is failing in a
very large measure to deliver the goods
which the members of it promised the people
some 18 months ago they would deliver.
1 suggest that any member on this side of
the House is at least the equal in sporting
quali‘ies of the Aecting Premier.

Members of the Opposition, when they
condemn the Acting Premier and the Pre-
mier in particular for misleading propa-
ganda, which those two gentlemen themselves
issued to the electors 18 menths ago, are
offering that eriticism and eondemnation be-
cause they feel that the propaganda tben
indulzed in, if continued by the leaders of
all parties, will drag the political life of
Western Australia at least down to the level
of that jn New South Wales. We as mem-
bers of the previous Government are not
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greatly. eoncerned because. the people at the
last- olegtions defented us., That was the
decision. of the people; .they had -2 right
tv make it, and I c¢an say al least for those
mempbers who had heen i office for some
vears that we obtained the greatest mental
#nd physicsl relief . when the burdeps of
ministerial office fell from our shoulders,

The Acting P'remier: Y agree with yon on
that point.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I should hape
s0. We had no ill-feeling at 3]l regarding
the deeision of the electors; but we naturally
feel a good deal of resentment becanse the
Premier and Acting Premier indulged in
wilfully false propaganda in such a whole-
sale fashion during the election compaign.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think the
people believe thatf

Hem. J. T. Tonkin: They did believe it.

Hom. A. B. G&. HAWKE: What did the
Premier and Acting Premier tell the people
about Ministers in the then Labour Govern-
ment] Tn effect and direcily, they said that
the Lahour Ministers were niterly’without
ability, ¢apacity or energy, and s0 _com-
pletely lazy and lacking in igitiative that
everything in the State was in sich a ter-
rible condition that cobwebs . covered all
pctivities with. the result that everything had
more or less come to a full stop. T say
without hesitation and quite coolly that that
statement was totally unjustified and wil-
fully false.

The Aecting Premmr I have nq reeo]leq-
tion of having made it.

Hon A.R. G. HAWEKE: The Acting Pre-
mier is a man of remarkably reliant memory
pormally, aod if {s more than passing strange
that he should have no recollection of having
given the electors that impression.

The Acting Premier: That is a different
matter. 1 did not aecuse individual Minis-
ters.

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKTE: No, but surely
the Aeting Premier is not going to try to
square off in that wesk and miserable
fashion.

The Acting Premier: I am not squaring
off &t 2ll, hut I de not want you te ereate
the jmpression that I was indnndually per-
sonal. I may Be mistaken and if so I with-
draw. . .

- [ABSEMBLY.] -

Hon. A, B, 0. HAWEKE : T¢ is not neges.
sary to be imdividnally persomal when an
attack ig made o & Gouemment . the
terms 1 have mentioned.

. The Attorney General: T can soe you sing-
ing our praises in another 18 months.

Hon. A. H, Pantor: Which side are you
ond

" Hon. A, H. & HAW'KE; If I may speak
in lighter vein, one would have to exagger-
ate’ almost beyond measure to sing the
prraises of the Atterney General.

The Attorney General: There you are.
What did I tel] you® o g

Hon. A. B, 0. HAWEKE: I shrﬂ] vemture
to make a prophecy, namely, after the
Attorney General has been in charge of the
administration of pgices control for 12

months, ‘members of his own party will be

asking fbt his remroval from the Ministry.
Hon.'A. H. Panton: As bad as T was when
in charge of civil defence! Y did not have
4 friend ‘in the world.
. Hon. A B G HAWEKE: Lei me. rsvert
to the point. I, was dealing with hefore fhe
Attorney General brightly interjected. and
drew me away. - One cannot uiferly condemn
to the publie a Govgrnment ag being all the
things I -have mentioned and the mest day

meet the Ministers individually in the street,

shake them by the hand,. congratulate them,
tell them - wbat wonderful jobs they have

dane for-the country and wish them the hest

of luck in future. Todo 30 is mot homest
It is indulging in something covered by a
word that the member for Middle Swap shot
aronnd this Chamber the other might three
fimes in every senfenece he utlered.

¥ say without hesitation that the work
done by individual, Labour Ministers from
1933 to 1947 was of untold valoe te the
Biate, and that the Depnty Promige in his
capaeity as Minister for Industrial Deve)-
opment and the Minister for Works would
have been in a fairly hopeless position ex-
cept for the work put in hand and {he plans
prepared in connection with vital undertak-
ings assoriated with public works and secon-
dary industries.

The Minister for Worky: It is inevit-
able that every next sneeesding Government
take over the wark of its predecessor when
the time comes for it to leave offiee, It
eould not be otherwise and will be the smne
with us:
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Hon, A. K. Q; FAMWEE!: I shbuld have
expected the Minister for. Weorks to imters
pose with s . profound . ebservation that

really has no relationship to. the point I
am making.

The. Minister for Works: It is prgmely
the point you put wp. .. ..

- om AcR. G HAWEKE: It t;ha«MmIsber
hed . follgwed. my . argument, hp would
know that it staried several minwies.apgo-+

Mr. Mazshnll: He hag, just dwaltened.!
“Yion. A.'R. G, MAWEE:—and' sta,rted

on the basis that the Premier and’ A(.tmg
Premier<wand E-ean invlude thé Minister
for Workis—during the inst election bam-
paign, led the pagple ta believe that habour
-Ministary, had, reduced the. pffairs of Wosh
ern Augiraliz, lo .chaos, allowed exerything
to come 4o a standstill; with .a. vesult .that
the- Statg was in an utierly h(}peless . Or
almost hopeless condition. followeq
my argument through, I arr_wed at the
vialtn thag, exeept - for the :application,
energy and initiative of the previcus Gin-
ernment,. .the. -Acting Premier,- in - his 'dap-
acity of Minister for. Indastrial, Develop-
ment, and the Minister for Works in his
capacity of Minister for Works, wonld have
found themselves in an exceedingly  diffi-
cult sitmation when they assumed office.
Will the Minister for Works say here that
‘he found himself m a diffleult’ sztuatmn
when he_ took office?- ‘Wil be say that' bo
work of any consequence had been
achieved by the previous Government?
- The Minister for Works; Have 1 ever
made any sueh admission? S

" Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Will he siy
that no important works were vader way
when he took offica? Will ‘he say there
were no plans well prepared, or completely
prepared, .eovering other vital works for
the Stale when he ook office?

The Minister for Works: Have not you
and 1 hud a talk sbout that before? You
know very well what my views are.

Hon. A. R. ¢ HAWEKE: The Minister
for Works shows pgreater wisdem than
usual by refusing to answer any of these
«estions. I think it was the member for
Maylands who the other night aceused him
of pohtlml astmteness, I did not quite
agree with. that hon. member at the time.

The Minister for Works: Neither did L

‘s different track al
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Han. A B G HAWEKE:E maist son-
cede that at the moment, Howevery the Min.
ister for Works is shc»wu;g considerable
‘ phheal gstuteness by not, answemg my
queshonS, but by bEmg fo Yak ¢ me off on

ge er.

The Mlmster for Works I see.

Mr. Fox: Promptaﬂ: hy the Aetmg
APremter

Hon.-A, R.-G. HAWKE: It 118, alrwtms
poscible far any person, with even ordi-
nary ahility, tq prepare a cass based om
cotkain premises and to meke it appear o
be excepiionally favourable in the direttion
in which he wants it to he favousable. [

.do not know whether members think that
‘becduse they have ‘becsme members of Par-

liament there 'js somefhing exeeptional
about them, T am including myself and all
other members in that statement. If they
do, L think -they sre ‘making the worst ipos-
gihle mistake in ‘their -otwn interesi and in
the interest of everybody else, After all
is said aod dong, Mr. Spepker, we -are
an gverage group of men, .

Hagn. J. B". Slgepmpf: Faq...

Hon. A. R. G. BAWKE:; It just hap-
pens that Fate, or something else, at some
stage in our lives, fioved us to be inter-
ested in the possibility of getting ‘inte Par-
liament and by application of that idez we
gol here. But we are a group of ordinmary
people, with sowme specinlised knowledge of
Parliament and parliamentary procedure
and the affairs of Government. So, as I
snid s moment ago, it is within the capacity
of any of us to prepare a ease, asing the
riglit premiwes, and to present it to this
House or to an audiense outside, and give
this House or that andiende the angle on
thinps -we desive to give them. Take the
speech of the Aecting Premier toduy: He
kept within certain limits and eaompletely
refused to go heyoud them. He used cer-
tain, suitable premises and byilt up bis case.
On the face of it, he appeared to build up
a fairly strong case against the Labour Gov-
ernments’ which had been in power in this
State from 1933 Lo 1947. But is there any
mem:rex, even on the Government side of
the House, who believes that the case pre-
sented by the Aeting Premier wag fair and
complete?

The Minister for Lands: I thought it was
a very good one.
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Mr. Grayden: It completely demoralised
Opposition members,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I should have
excluded the Minister for Lands and the
member for Middle Swan from my ques-
tion—

The Minister for Lands:
and we answered you.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: —because they
would very naturally say that the case was
fair and complete for the reason that they
did not understand it. They did not know
enough about past events in Wesiern Aus-
tralia to judge whether it was fair and
complete or not.

The Minister for Lands: You are putting
yourself on a pedestal now. You must be
an extraordinary man. You reckoned we
Were average men.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: No. I am an
ordinary man and the Minister for Lands
is rather less than ordinary.

The Minister for Lands:
for you, anyway.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: At what?
The Minister for Lands: Anything.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWEKE: Well!
The Minister for Lands: Well, you tell
us. '

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Here we have
ihis bulky, prosperous vigneron—
The Minister for Lands: That is all right.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: —from the
Swan area, sitting up in his seat, with his
eyes blazing and his teeth clenched, challeng-
ing me, and I suppose any other member
on this side of the House, with the state-
ment that he is as good as we are and bet-
ter any day at any thing.

Mr. Styants: Challenging you to mortal
combat!

Mr. Grayden: The member for Northam
is white with rage.

The Minister for Lands: I think T will
take the member for Northam out fo the
Swan. He looks as though he could do
with a good paddock.

Hon. A. R, G. HAWK®R: Mr, Speaker, 1
prefer to be as I am,

The Minister for Lands: That is all right.
So do 1. .

You asked us

Gaood enough

[ASSEMBLY. |

Hon, A. R, G. HAWKE: What are you
eomplaining about?

The Minister for Lands: Nothing. I have
not complained. It is you who are eom-
plaining.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: No, I think it is
the Minister for Lands.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Northam will confine himself to the
Address-in-reply.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The fact that
the Minister for Lands has more physical
bulk than I have—

The Minister for Lands: That is all
right. You put that up. I did not.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: —does not in
my opinion necessarily and inevitably make
him an ever-so-much more useful and valu-
able member of this Houwse than I am.

The Minister for Lands: You have
twisted things.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: To get back io
my point—
The Minister for Lands: Good!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: —which is that
the speech of the Aciing Premier was de-
likerately designed to be incomplete! It
was deliberately designed to leave out of
aceount two of the most outstanding events
from which Western Australia has snffered
since it has been in existence, 'What are
those two events? The first was the finan-
cial depression whieh econtinned in this
State from 1930 to about 1938, The second
was World War II, which eontinued from
1939 to 1945, The Acting Premier in his
case left completely out of aceount those
two outstanding events.

Mr. Grayden: You could not have heen
listening to his speech.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: The difference
between the member for Middle Swan and
myself, Mr. Speaker, on that point, is that
I was listening and understanding and he
was listening only.

Mr. Grayden: That is some of the spleen
you were talking about earlier.

Hon. A. R. G. BAWKE: The financial
depression injured Western Austrulia far
more than it did any other Australinn State.
1t injured thig State more hecause at the
time we were far more dependent upon our
exports of primary produets than were any
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of the other States, During the period from
1930 to 1933 our State was governed by a
coalition Government similar to the one now
in office. That Government had a most un-
cnviable job to do. Tt faced terrific problems,
and it had not the financinl wherewithal
properly to faee them. I ask members to
take their minds back to the depression per-
iod. If they do, they will clearly recollect
that the order of the day was “no money.”

Mr. Marshall: That has always been the

order of the day other than during a war.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: They will
ciearly remember that we had anything up
to 100,000 people in this State receiving
bare sustenance from the Government. They
will clearly remember also that there were
unemployed in Western Australia anything
up to 40,000 would-be workers, even
though all of them were not officially regis-
tered as unempioyed.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You are wrong;
they did not get bare sustenance. We had to
feed them in Fremantle in soup kitchens.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWEKE: During the
worst period of the depression, from 1933 to
1935, Governments were struggling to ob-
tain every penny they could in order that
they might save large numbers of men,
women and children from outright starva-
tion. What money could the coalition Gov-
ernment in its three vears of office during
that period make available for houses, for
hospitals or railway locomotives or any of
the many other essential requirements of the
community in a State llke Western Aus-
tralia? Of course it is very paradoxical,
when we look back and think of that time, to
remember that there were plenty of houses
in those days; but only because men were
out of work and did not have the money to
pay rent and consequently two or three
families had to occupy one house just the
same as today, though the reason now is
entirely different,

When the Labour Government came back
fo offiee in 1933 it was the confirmed view
of the then Premier, Mr, Collier, and other
members of his Government that the de-
pression in Australia was o a large extent
due to the fact that people had ceased con-
siderably to e consumers of goods. In other
words, the leaders of the Labhour movement
in Western Australia were convinced that
there would be liltle or no easement of the
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position in this State or in Australia until
such lime as the monetary process of defla-
tion was reversed and money was made
available to Governments in greater quandity
in order that they might more fully employ
rmen who were unemployed or only partly
emploved. It was due to the advoency of
Mz, Collier, the then Lahour Premier in this
State, at Premiers’ Conferences and Loan
Council meetings that in process of time that
monetary deflation policy was reversed. But
even when it was reversed, as it gradually
was as you, Sir, having been a keen student
of the problem at that fime will remember—
the amount of money made available to
State Governments in Australia was not
very quickly inereased, and so the Govern-
ment in this State was not in a position by
any rmeans, even under the first instalment
of the new poliey, to do more than make
some additional employment available to
the unemployed and the pari-time worker.
Even when the war started in 1939, not all
the ahle-bodied men in this State anxions fo
work full fime were being employed full
time because the monetary resources re-
quired to enable that 10 be done were not
available.

Mr, Marshall: Thousands of them never
had a stuare meal until they went into the
Army,

Hon, A, R, G. HAWKE: What weird
legalism is it on the part of the Aecting
Premier that would try to pivot upon the
shoulders of the Labour Governments from
1933 to 1939—taking that period first—the
vesponsibility for the fact that not as much
money was expended on hospitals, schools,
railway rollingstock and so on as should have
been expended? Surely that is a weird
type of mental aerobaties on bhis part!
Surely the more responsible Ministers of
the Government and the more responsible
memhers on both sides of the House know
that in the years from 1930 to 1939 loan
funds were made available only in limited
quantitics to the State Governments of Aus-
tralia. Of eourse it is very easy today for
people who had no responsibility at that
time for governing the country to say that
this was neglected and that was neglected
and something else was neglected, It is very
easy to say these things, but people are not
justifled in saying them, They are not
speaking the whole truth when they do so,

By leaving some truth unspoken they
misrepresent very unfairly and badly the real
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sitnation. ¥ would bave boen vexy -easy
far.Laborr Governments from 1933 to 1940
tn. spend upon the railway system every
pound of loen monay received; but wonld
any wempbay in this Houss say that should
have beem dene? What & howl there would
have been from the present Acting Premier
and from every membgr xepresentivg 2
vonntry distriet if that had been done! What
2 howl of abuse would have gone up
througheut the State—and justifiably so—
if' the Labour (overnments of those years
had speni every shilling of loan money
available upon keeping the ratlways in good
order!  The railways would eertainly have
been kept in reasonably geod erder if that
had been done.

But what would have happened to agri-
culgural policy? What womld have hap-
pened to hospital buildinos, sehools, educa-
tion, pablic wirks, water supplies and main
roads? Although, of course, the Main
Hoads Department has its own spesial source
of ineome! So the Labour Governments
daring that period did exactly the same as
any other Government would have done.
They used the loan moneys available to
them to the hest possible _advantage by
sprerding them over every vital: activity
within. the. Stata. If -] wanted to be party-
minded and to be as unfair in effect ag {he
Acting Promier was today, [ could rail
against the epalition Government of 1930 fo
1933 because that was when the rot set in
in this State jn regard to yailways, hospitals,
schools and ather public activifies. If was
impossible, nnder the financial conditions at
that time, for the coalition Government to
do anything about it.

Mr. Grayden: And how the rot fleurished
in the 34 years of Labour rule! There were
14 vears in wineh to correct it.

M. Marshall: T think your mother was
huying flannel at that time,

Mr. Styanis: Yon were wearing three-
cornered trousers.

Mr. Hevnolds: He is still wearing them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. A. R. G HAWKE: So, T ask mem-
bers on the Government side to study this
problem from the beginning. Any reason-
able-minded person, whether he belongs to
the Labour Party, the Liberal Party or the
Coyntry and Demoeratic League, will know,
if he .examines the position, that Western
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Australials trouble has jts roots in the mone-
tary deffation that was foreed on the wonld
in 1929 and 1930. Qf what value i5 it in
relation to the real problem for the Aeling
Premier to get up here taday and talk
within the restricted limits jn which he
spoke? Of what value is it {o us, in trying
to understand the real nature of the prob-
lem, if we go no further than he would have
us go?

Does the Acting Premier hold the foolish
helief that if his (Jovernment stays in oflice
long enough it will be able to solve all of
Western Australia’s problems? Is i not
obvious to him, as it ought to be to anyone
who knows enough about the situstion and
who appreciates its underlying causes mn
this and in the other States, that the prob-
lem we suffered, especially from 1930 to
1935, might he agnin upon vs in five years’
time? Does the Aecting IPremier, and other
members of his Government, believe that the
world is going to continme paying £1 a
bushel for wheat, it that he the price, 5s. a
pound for wool, and so nany shillings a
pound for butter, meat, and all the other
primary produets which we export oversea?
I say to him in all homility, and im all
friendlinésy, too, that it would be far better
for him and the members of his Govermment,
und cvery one of us &s members of this
Honse, to 'try to fathom the veal eamse of
the trade depressions and finencial stringen-
eies which come upon the world periodieally.

Mr. Marshall: That is the point. Solve
that, and you will he right.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKZE: That, funda-
mentally, is the problem. These other things
that the Aeting Premier gets exqited over
and froths slightly at the month about are
only effects, after all, of the major problem
which I am tryiog briefly te discuss tonight.
It will not metter very much when the next
trade depression comes, if one does come,
whether there is a4 Labour Government or a
Liberal Party-Country and Demncratie
Teagne coalition Government in power be-
cause, if the financial resourceq of the Gov-
ernment are only one-third of the total re-
quired to carry on ‘the normal affairz of the
State, it will be in diffieulties since there ix
no Government or Minister who ean mafe
6s, 8d. do the work of £1 in the field of
(fovernment administration,

‘That brings me to the seeond vital con-
sideration which, for all practical purposes,
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the dnting: Pramiet excluded from the sar-
vay he.mnda in;bis speech this aventng, I
yafer, -of -conrse, to the World War which
raged from 1939 to 1045. The Acting Fre-
meir, in irying to excnsp the extravagant
propaganda iy whieh be and his colleagues
indulgad in the last State election campaign,
mude & vomparison between that propaganda
and a statement eoutained im the Policy
speech of the then Labour Premier, Mr.
Willeoek, in 1043, The Aecting Premier was
so welf-sufficient in his reasoning that he
feit that by making bis comparison he had
completely mnswered the epiticism of his
own propaganda. We would have theught
trom what ke said thet the situatlon and
cirenmstances of the two  periods were
exaetly the sare whereas, iri faet, they were
entlrely different. In 1943, aad for at least
two years after, this State, together with
every other British State and country, was
engraged in a stroggle for existence.

No-one at that time eould possibly measure
the physieal eapacity that would be avail-

able in Western Australia when the war

ended. No-one knew how Jong the war
would continue, It is true that the Govern-
tent of that time apponted a eommittee.
Y I remember rightly, the town plan-
ner at that period, and at the pre.
sent  time, was the ehairman.  That
commitiee made a survey of possibilities,
and drew up recommendations and plans.
T know of nothing easier than to solve pro-
blems ont papeér and in my younger years,
when ¥ wuas lebs experienved, 1 solved many
of them in that way for myself. When the
war ended the Willeock Government did
everything humanty possible to have honses
built in this State. 1t wduld be misteading
for anvone fo endeavéur to -erehte the im-
pression that as soon as a war ends ene eah
automatically and in the normal way earry
ont the work of building houses, sehoels,
haspita]s and so on, It cannot be done, Heé
is a toel who. depresiates the destruetive in-
fluence of war by tlunkmg that such things
conld be done.

iVar does not injure xmil damage a eom:
manity only whilst - hostilities orb -raging.
Many of #s destructive and disloenting in.
fhitnres Tive bp for months and even- years
afterveayds. Members know  shat -when the
sobdiers svetw -demobilised+—it took a long
time o demobilise arny of thems—amd. bask
in Austyakin, they did Hob. streight away

433

return to their civiliap dceypations, T think
the member for Mt. Marshall would kmow
onty too woll how many of them wanted to
have # spoll, as they ealled it. :
Mr. Leslie: They were mentilly unsettled.

Hon. A. R. ¢, HAWKE: I was coming to
that point. Muany of them were, as the hon.
member suggests, unsettled and did not want
to be slaves of the whistle straight away,
because they had been under iron discipline
for years and wanted some liberty and to be
permitied to move arvound as they thought
desirable. Sopie of them did that for months.

Mr. Leslie: Many of them were looking
for something better than they had pre-
viously had,

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: As the member
for Mt, Marshall says, many of them did
not want to go back to their old labourine
or serai-skilled jobs.

Mr. Lestie: We had promised them some-
thing better.

Hon, A. R. G, IIAWKE: By the extra-
vagant propaganda distribated to them dur-
g tke war they were led to believe that
when they had finished fghting and returned
to Australia there would be.a new world
waiting for them to live in.

Mr, Leslie: Thank God somebody besides
myzell is snying that.

Hon, A. R. (0, HAWEKE: I have said 1
on many oceassions. The physical resoureces
available to'the Government of this State
when the war had finished in 1945 were not
much preader than they had been during the
last year of the war, BSurely all members
know that the industries neeessary for our
civilian existence had, in the ,majority of
instances, been changed over to war pro-
duetion during hostilifies.

Mr, Leslic: Wholesale,

Hon, A. R, G. HAWEKE: Yes, wholesale,
as the member for Mt, Marsball says, There
was the problem not anly of frying to re-
cruit rhe negepsary labour force in the build-
ing of howees but- of trying as guickly as
possible to ‘wove many- of our industries
through the transition period of change
from war to peacetime productiop. Let me
compare the statement on houhmg- in 1043
by Mr. Willeoik, and the cirenmstances that
taeed hiﬁ)dhringf theé hst few mopths of
0S5 and the firet six dionthy of 1948, Wwith
The ‘eiremmstinges - that - existed * in "Wedlern
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Australin during the last State election
eampaign, when the present Premier and
Acting Premier indulged in their extrava-
gant and wilfully deceiving propaganda. By
January, February and March of 1947, con-
ditions in Western Australia had become, as
far as was ‘possible, normal.

Mr. Leslie: Except for the inclination to
restrict produetion,

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: The mazimum
labour foree that could be made available in
the Stale was available.

Mr. Leslie: But they were not producing
as much,

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE : The number of
that force was known and every civilian in-
dustry had by that time completed the move-
ment through the transition stage. Con-
sequently it was the casiest thing in the
world for any man who was prepared to
study the situation honestly to realise that
the task of increasing production of houses
or anything else was extremely difficult.

Mr. Leslie: Not if all sections of the com-
munity played their part, in co-operation.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: I am not pre-
pared to disenss the question of whether
more could have been done had every see-
tion of the community played its part be.
cause, 85 I think the member for Mt. Mar-
shall will agree, that would be induiging in
a glorious and useless generality.

Mr. Leslie: But there is plenty of evid-
ence, faets, figures and so on.

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: I do not know
what they are.

Mr, Leslie: Take man hours, and volume
of produection!

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Hon. A, R, G, HAWEE: I know a well-
organised attempt has been made by the
capitalistic newspapers of Ausiralia and
similar interests to lead the publie to believe
that produetion is not as great as it should
be owing top the faet that Bill Smith and
Tom Jones are not working as hard as they
could or should at the jobs ir which they are
engeged.

Mr. Leslie: The fault is not all with the
workers. Do not think that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEE: While it may
be trne in some instances I think that gen-
erally the workers of Australia are doing

[ASSEMBLY.]

a reasonably good job. Where they are not
doing as much as they shounld I believe the
blame lies largely with the employers. My
experience leads me to believe that an em-
ployer with the right attitude and the pro-
per knowledge of human nature will always
get from his workers a fair return for the
wage he pays to them, There are some em-
ployers in Western Australia who have the
wrong attitude towards their workmen and
have no proper understanding of human
nature. Those employers do not, and never
will, reeeive from their employees the ser-
vice that would otherwise be available.
Whilst there may bre some workers in Aus-
tralia who are deliberately not doing as
mueh as they could, there are also some
employers in Australia who, during the last
two or three years, have deliberately gone
slow with the miserable excuse that if they
went any faster with their industry they
would have to pay more taxation to Ben
Chifley.

Afr. Leslie: Both sides are guilty of that,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: What gratitade
has that kind of employer for the sacrifice
of the lives of thousands of men during the
war to preserve his indostries? During the
war this type of employer was most active
in waving flags; most active in cheering the
soldiers, sailors and airmen and most active
in saying that no sacrifice wag too presat to
save Australia from the Fascist threat of
Japan and Germany. He was prepared to
give up his last penny that Australia might
be saved; he was prepared to sacrifice
everything that the maximum war effort
might be put forward. But, as scon as the
war was over and the danger of Japanese
invasion of Australia disappeared, that
miserable type of employer was nof even
prepared to pay his reasonahle proportion
of the taxation that had to be imposed upon
Australia in order that the cost of the war
might be met.

Mr. Leslie:
that.

Hon. A. R. G HAWKE: I want to gu
back again to the point that I left when
the member for Mt. Marshall made some
helpful interjections. The point was that
it was not legitimate to compare the state-
ment made by Mr. Willcoek in the Policy
speech to which I referred, with the propa-
ganda in which the Premier and the Acting
Premier personally indulged during the last

All sections are guilty of
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election eampaign, in connection with hous-
ing.

Mr. Grayden:
propaganda!

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: It is quite clear
from the speech of the Acting Premier, and
from the speeches of other Glovernment
members, that the railways are to be the
main sulject upon which the Labour Party
of this State is to be crucified. I think I
have said enough in my survey of the de-
pression period and its financial difficulties,
and about the war, to show that it was un-
avoidable that there would be a great ac-
cumnlation of arrears of work, not only as
regards the railways but also in connection
with every other aclivity with which the
Government of this State is concerned.

Hon. E. Nulsen: And other States.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: As I said, in
relation to businessmen and their attitude
towards the war, the State Government of
Western Australia, during every minute of
the war, was concentrating the resources
of this State upon the war effort. I did not
hear any member of the present Govern-
ment criticise our Government during the
period of the war for doing that. Every
member of Parliament during every day of
the war was anxious that Western Aus-
tralia should, together with the other States
of Australia and the other British nations
of the world, leave nothing undone to win
the war and to win it as quickly as pos-
sible. Because our Government, during the
war period, concentrated the resources of
Western Australia upon the war, the up-
keep of the railways, the upkeep of hospi-
tals, schools, the building of houses and all
the rest of it, fell far behind.

Mr. Leslie: Did not the Royal Commis-
sioner say they were bad even before that
period ¢

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: They were bad
becanse of the financial difficulties during
the depression.

Mr. Leslie: It was nine years after thaf.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:: The Ministers
of the present Glovernment cannot have it
both ways. They cannof, during the time
of war, be 100 per cent. in favour of thae
State concentrating all its resourees on the
war effort, and then after the war is over,
try to make political capital out of the fact
that there has been an accumulation of ar-

You should talk about
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rears of work as regards railways and othex
things, We cannot be loyal during a war
ond then take the attitude, after the war is
over, that everything is not as good as it
should be. That is not fair and reasonable
and it wipes out all considerations of the
difficulties brought about because of war
eonditions. 1 am not satisfied that our rail-
ways are as bad as they are because mot
enough money has been spent upon them,
I say quite frankly that the management

- of the railway system, for many years, has

left mueh to be desired.
Mr. Leslie: Why did you not sack him?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: I do not think
sacking him, whoever he may be, would
golve the problem, because if the member
for M. Marshall by his interjection, means
the Commissioner, I would say that in my
opinion there are others in the depariment
who should be dealt with before the Com-
missioner, .

Mr. Marshall: I happen to know the Com-
missioner who was in office before this one,
I know what his attitude was towards the
Gavernment.

Ar. Leslie: Do not forget you repewed
his agreement.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: However much
money the Government pours into the rail-
ways, and no matter how much of its policy
for the regeneration of the railway system
it might earry out, there will still have to
be some drastic things done in regard to
the management and the administration, if
the public is to receive the service from the
Railway Department which it is entitled to
receive for the money it pays. Labour Min-
isters carry too much condemnation for the
Railway Department because they prefer-
red, 28 members of the Government, to
carry that condemnation, as against eriti-
cising individuals associated with the man-
agement of the railways.

Myr. Grayden: They did that for 14 long
years.

Hon. A. H. Panton: If the hon. member
knew what might happen during the next
14 years he would forget those words, He
will be a bald-headed old Federal member,
I suppose.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: Our Government
‘was so concerned about the situation that
it ecame to the conclusion that there was
only one solution and it introduced a
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HAl aomzinkiy wint it behevé& was the
‘totution.  "Phat Bl "Had Fot its’ maiw pur-
pose tHe estabtishient of the Minister for
Raflwtys- a5 the supreme authority in re-
tard to the railways of Western Australia,
"l‘hat 15 the solution which the Government
saouer or later will have to adopt if it re-
mains in offtee.

Tt 1 were asked to say which of those
high up in the administration of the Rail-
way Department was most to blame for the
problems of the department, apart from the
finaneial aspect, I would say that that per-
son was the Chief Mechanieal Engineer, Mr.
Mills, Yet we read in. the newspaper the
wiher day that the Government had sent this
-san abroad, bis main mission being to in-
vestigate the matter of railway emgines.

Mr. Btvants: To supervise the bmldmg of
‘them, too, was it not?

Hon. A R. G, HAWEKE: And we are
told Le is to he absent from the State for
at least =ix months. I do pot know whether
the Acting Premier or the Minister for Rail-
ways has studied from beginning tn end the
departmental and governmental history of
the A.S.(% engines in relation to their pre-
sent owner<hip by the Railway Department
of th¥c Rtate but, if either of them has
dorre an, ie deserves to he severely eensuared
for wwnding this officer gbroad fo enrry ont
the mission with which he has been en-
‘trusted.

It wax strange that when our Bill to clothe
‘the Minister for Railways with complete
Tegal antliority for the management and
administrafion of the department c¢ame be-
fore Parlinment, those who today gre loud-
est in their eondemnation of the railway
svstem were the ones responsible for the
defeat of that legislation. The blame for
the continued deterioration of the railway
svstem sinee the time we introduced that
Bill lies ahsolutely on the shoulders of mem-
‘hers of the Liheral Party and Country and
Demoeratic League, for they were the per-
“gond wha defeatéd the Bill and 1afi the power
#ind anthavity with the Commlssmner and
h!c offtvers.

o members eonsider that the Railway De-
partment js more important or more diffienlt
ity administer ' than -ihe’ Puble l Works De-
‘Partmsot? Fromi ity experience, T aay that
the Publle Works Dupurtment is move im-
pottant and mote @ifficult te administer. Tt

'TASBEMBIY] -

' Phiced with Tar miore intrfeate and Himqﬂk
technical problems in velation to enginger-
ing, antl a Minister of the ‘Crown; whether
Labour or anti-Labour, is in complete dhiarge
of the Department. of Public Wotks. The
same principle applies to all other Govern-
munt departments except the Railway De-
partment., Is it not strange that the ome
departmont. not under the legal eentrol and
tlirection of .the Minister is the worst ad-
winivtered department of the lot?

Mr. Marshall: Ahsolutely the most ineffi-
elent.

Hon. A, R. . HAWKE: Yel, when we
introduead our Bill to vest responsibility
and authority in the Minister for the ad-
ministration of the department, we were
told it would he bringing the railways under
political eontrol, That was the basis upon
which members of the Liberal Party and the
Country and Democratie League defeated
the Bill. Surely to goadness, if it is dan-
gerous for the Railway Department to be
under the control of a Minister it is equally
dangerous tor the Public Works Depart-
ment, Education Department, Health De-
partment or any other important depart-
nent to he under the control of a Minister.
So T say to members of the Government, in
quite a heipful way, that they ave deceiving
themselves if they think thal the spending
of a few millions an the regeneration of the
railway svstem will solve the problem. It
will mot! Is it not logical also te argue
that, if the Minister for Railways and the
(fovernment of the day are to receive sll the
eriticism and abuse for the defielencies of
the railway system and for its inefliciency,
thev should at least have all the Jlegal
authority for administering the department?

Mr. Mayshall: T bet the present ‘Minister
for Railways on more than one oecasion has
wished that that Bill had been passed.

Hm. A R. . HA‘IVK]E' T have no (Iesm?
to enter inta delails, but I have regeived
some letters from the present Mmlster for
Railways, obvionsly based upan’ deparfmen-
tnd mintites, fhat swauld be an insult to ithe
‘mbeiligenen of n sehool Kddy. T reenived
one omly this weelk. It hafl' to 4o wilh 4
-vepuest Teada by a0 depucatlon - from the
Northam Mhenivipal Cemeilthat o ratws
dwned motor road bus sHoild operdte be-
tween Perth and ¥evthom. " The meaton fob
-tie irequest way the dkoitingly lade rinning
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of passenger timins between Parth and Nop-
thasa. The personal veply of the Minjeger
to the deputation was that he had hoped that
the department wonld he able fo overcome
the diffculties that had cavused the late ren-

ning of twins, bot that if an appreeiable

improvenent did not oeour within a reasan-
able period be would review the matter.

Instead of an improvement taking place,
the sitnation went from bad to shoekinply
bad, and so I took the matter up again with
him and, the other day he sent me a letter
which I ean only describe as shocking. I do
not hlame the Minister or condemn him be-
cause, legolty, he has not the requisite com-
plete authority in the matter and therefore,
to o large extent, hag to sccept what offieers
of the department send te him through the
Commigsioner of Railways. The major rea-
son set out in the letter for the decizion not
to put en a motor bus was that there
were only two -or three centres  he.
tween Perth and Novtham fhat- would
be served; therefore to put a bhus on
that ronte would not be justified.
Mr. Spesker, if you Rave some knowledge
of the geopraphy of the State hetween
Perth and Northam, T think yom will know
how pathetically weak and illogrical is the ex-
euse put up by the department tn this mat-
ter. 1 you have not such pgeegraphical
knowledpe, T hope you will pain it in o
vear’s time, or féss, by aecompanying Their
Majesties on their trip from Perth to Nor-
tham,

Mr. Leslie: That wil be rough in patuheq,
too.

Hon, A, B. G. HAWKE: I say fo every
member of the Government, very seriously,
that they are deceiving themselves complete-
ly if they think the pouring of money into
the- railway system will solve the problem
angd give to the people of the State the ser-
vice they ought tp get. I hope that even
this Government will change its mind on
this matter as the Acting Premier has to
some extent changed his mind over the last
few montha on the vermin question. I
earnestly hope that the members of the Gov-
ernment will give the most serious, and I
hope favourable, consideration to the ¢qnes-
tion of brmgu. in legislation which will, if
passed, give to the Minister for Railways
complete legal antbority over railwpy ad-
mipigtration. It is absurd ta say, as was
said when our Bill was before the. H.ouse;

827

that if the Ministey had. complete legal Au-
thority over the vailways he would have o
de all sorts of small jobs, He woutd have to
be bronght in to attend all sorts of fiddley-
winking, tuppeny-ha'penny matters, Min-
isters who are in contrel of other depart-
ments know that they 'dv not do that sort
of thiig: they deal with major matters,
mattery of importance, matters of allezed
injustice and that sort of thing. They know
that ir regard to general routine afairs
all of the work is done by the under sec-
retaries and ofticers of varying degrees of
importanee.

Mr, Magpshall; Did yon deaw up plans and
speciflications for the Canning Dam when
vou were Ministar for Works?

Hon. A, . G. HAWKE: 8o T sav the
members of the present Government will get
themselves into an exceedingly diffieult situ-
ation if they proceed by merely pouring
millions .of money into the rmlwa} s¥stem
and failing to take unto the Government
complete legal autharity over its administra-
tion. T think I bave sajd enough, even w:th'-
out praparation and without any opportun-
ity to look hack over past records, to indi-
cate that the sitnation jin Western Australia
by and large is una\mdablo. The greatest,
contribution we ean make to the permanent
futyre welfare of Western, Australia is to
apply ourselves to the deepest study of the
real undezrlying causes of the difficulties that
have foced us in the past and that will face
us more acately in the futwre. A nation
such as Ausfralia, with a comparatively
small population, canpot suffer a six years'
trade dopression and pine to ten years of
participation in world war without storing
up terrific financial problems for itself,
apart from the injurious effeets that will
come 1o oy from reaetiong in other parts of
the world when the boom of war expenditure
and posi-war spending ceases,

Australia spemt & buge sum during fhe
last war, mostly from loan, Tt was all bor-
rowed at interest; interest will have ta he
paid on those loans and all the other Joans.
raised by State and Commonwealth Govern-
ments in the yeavs gone by, Sinking funds
will have io be provided: new loaps will
have 1o he raised for publie works and so
on. I say without hesitation that the fin-
sneinl buxden of interest and debt repay-
mgnt upon the, people of Australia, few as
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they ave, is impossible of heing borne by
them during any normal period.

Mr. Leslie: The future will look after
that,

Hon, A, R. G, HAWKE: We can carry
the burden today because many countries in
the world are desperately short of primary
products whiell we produce in great
quantities, Beecause they are desperately
ghort there is n keen demand, high prices
are ruling and our cconomy is being geared
up somewhere near the high prices now
Tuling for those products, When the reverse
process begins to operate, as it must, we
will find that the financial burden imposed
on Australin 2s a result of the last world
war, coupled with the finaneial barden still
upon the nation as the result of the depres-
sion and the previous war, will be so heavy
as {o make jt impossible for our industries
to carry it.

When the time comes it will be found
that the private financial system of Australia
will run for cover. It will play safe.
As spon as it sees the first sign of a trade
depression or a trade slump, it will com-
menee to operate a policy of monetary de-
flation, Make no mistake ahout that! This
is what was done in the early part of 1930.
You, Mr. Speaker, and memhers know that
once that monetary policy of deflation com-
mences, cven though it commences in a small
way unly, it sets in motion a process that
apreads in ever-widening eireles until such
time as unemployment beecomes rife and in-
dustry is severely depressed. The purpose
of production is eonsumption; and unless
there are consumers, that production is of
no value, Whepn the private finaneial system
first commences to withdraw eredit facilities
from farmers and owners and controllers of
industry, those persons will have to eeo-
nomise, as Governments most when the same
finanein]l policy is practised upon them.

The first line of attack when a poliey of
economy is to be practised is upon the
workers, They are sacked or, to use a
more polite and gentle term, they are re-
trenched. They lose their jobs, which is
bad enough. But, what is worse, from the
point of view of the ccomomie system, is
that they lose their income; they lose the
power to purchase goods, and therefore
their econsumptive ecapacity is cut down to
such a standard as some Government, out
of its reduced resources, can make avail-
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able to them to keep body and soul together
—no, not soul, but body. That is briefly
how it developed the last time, and
that is how it could easily and quickly
develop this time; and the sooner mem-
bers of this House and of all Parliaments
and members of the general public come
to understand the basic features of this
situation, the sooner will it be possible to
apply the corrective necessary if such
a situation is to be avoided in the future.
1t may very well be that never in the
process of time will it be possible com-
pletely to avoid any semblance of trade
slackness or trade slump; but surely it is
within the capacity of man, after all these
yvears of edueation, to evolve a financial
and economic system that will enable work
to be made available to people and in-
comes to be made available to them and
social security and protection within rea-
sonable limits. The essentials of human
existence are not many in number. First
of all, there are food and water. Cloth-
ing is less essential but, in eivilised ecoun-
tries, is necessary. Housing is also neces-
sary. Those are the major requirements for
thuman existence. As you know, Mr.
Speaker, there has been a tremendous ad-
vance in the field of technology over the
last 30 years. There have been extraordin-
ary advances in the field of production, with
the result that today the capacity of the
world to produee goods is unlimited.

Therefore, there is no danger, ar some
people thought 30, 40 or 50 years ago, that
the pressure of population upen the means
of subsistence with the passing of fime
will become so great that millions of
people will starve. Bo we have all the
capacity necessary to produce the essential
requirements for human existence and wel-
fare. If we cannot harness in a sensible
and scientific way the monetary system
of this country and of other countries to
those abilities, then we, as a race of people
in the world, deserve to be exterminated,
either hy starvation or war, or some other
calamity.

The Attorney General; Monetary ex-
perience has advanced, too, in the last ten
vears, has it not? T

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I think mone-
tary experience has advanced as a result
of the war and the new financial methods
that were used by nations involved in the
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war; but that comes to bear right on the
problem. That hits the nail right on the
head, as it were; because I am inclined
to think that those in Australia and in
other countries who profited most by the
monopoly confrel which they exercised over
the issuance of credit and over money are
going to endeavour very strongly from now
on, with the war over, to regain all the con-
trol they had before the war and as much
more as it is possible for them to obtain.
This international monetary group, in my
opinion, has no leyalty to any country
or to any community. It is a far greater
menace to mankind than the communists,
heeause it holds a million times more power
to destroy the welfare of communities than
they do. And in order that I might not
be misunderstood or misrepresented in
saying that, I want to state quite frankly
that T have no time at all for the Com-
munist Party or for its members. I re-
gard them as being g menace to Australia
and I hold them in the greatest contempt,
most of all because they believe in and
practise the doctrine of the end justifying
the means—no matter how dishonest or des-
picable they are.

Mr. Bovell:
with you in that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am afraid
that the member for Sussex has to a large
extent & one-track mind in this matter;
and T say that in a friendiy way, as I think
the hon. member will understand.

Mr. Bovell: Quite!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The hon. mem-
her—and T hope I do not do him an in-
justice—and some other members, and lots
of people in the community, hold in
supreme contempt the Communist Party
and the communists, but they hold in the
greatest admiration international financiers
and international capitalists who for their
own selfish ends would plunge this eountry,
and the world, if need be, into a trade
depression that would inflict unemployment
upon millions of men throughout the world
and untold misery and destitubion on tens
of millions of men, women and child-

We wholeheartedly agree

ren. So .I hope that in our search
for menaces; in our secarch for sub-
versive influences; in our seareh for

those we should eriticise and condemn, we
will not stop at the Communist Party,
If members opposite would take a wide-
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range view of all the dangerous elements in
the community and in the world, and if
they would condemn all of the dangerous
influences, individuals and organisations,
then I think we could join happily with
them.

Whai we feel about the condemnation
which so many people heap upon the com-
munisty and their party is that it is done
mainly for the purpose of trying fo link
the ALP, with the Communist Party at
clection times so as to discredit the A.L.P.
in the eyes of many electors. If I find that
from now on the member for Sussex and
other members on the Government side are
prepared closely to analyse all the destrue-
tive influences in Australia and in the
world, and are willing to investigate all of
the organisations in Australia and in the
world that have no loyalty to any country,
flag or people, but are prepared to go to
any lengths to benefit themselves and gain
power, even perhaps more than money, then
I shall be glad to meet them on ecommon
ground and to unite with them when pos-
sible to do everything within my power to
see that these influences are weakened te
the grentest extent, and brought to a stags
where they can no longer have any evil
effeect on any worthy seetion of the Aus-
tralian people.

Money of itself is not the main objective
of these financiers and worldwide eapi-
talists of whom 1 have spoken. Their
greates: objective is power—power to con-
trol industries, trade and commerce,
farmers, and even Governments, as they
have done in most countries of the world
on many occasions in the past, and as they
suceessfully did in Australia back in 1931,
1932, 1933, and so on. So, I hope that
when ‘the debate on the Estimates eomes
before the Hounse, every member will be
in a position to diseuss in a frank way
subjects such as these because, in a perm-
anent sense, they are vital. This Govern-
ment might do very well in the field of
building houses, and do an exceptionally
good job in regard to our eduneational sys-
tem, and it might out-mateh any Government
of the past in every field of Government
administration, but its achievements will
be very temporary benefits for the com-
munity of Western Austiralin if a year
or so later Australia finds itself in the grip
of a world trade depression with a policy
of finuncinl deflation which will do ineal-
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culable injury not to schools, houses, rail-
way engines or hospitals, but to homan
flesh and blood and human mentality and
nervous systems,

So T hope that we may from now an,
as the Acting Premier suggested in his
speech, try more to develop a statesman-
like attitnde. I trust, however, that it will
he developed in regard to the real, com-
plete problems, and especially the fungda-
mental eauses for the faet that periodieally,
despite there being an abundance of pro-
duction available and means to make fur-
ther production available, great groups of
people in every Australian State, and prob-
-ably in every country of the world, are
reduced to misery and suffering, because
through some maladjustment, deliberately
brought about by small groups of powerful
individuals in different countries, it is
made impossible for the average man and
woman to work and obtain weekly or fort-
nightly the amount of money necessary to
enable them to buy the bare necessities of
existence plus a few comforts. I am not
suggesting that we alone could solve the
prohlem, but we might make a valuable con-
tribution, together with the other Stiates
and countries of the world, towards finding
a solution.  That, in my opinicn, would he
an achievement in which we, having playel
some part in it, might well feel that we had
done some good for humanity, and for
which, I am sure, the generations of the
future would have reason to call our name
blessed.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (7)—FIRST READING.

1, Workers’ Compensation Aet Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Minister for Edu-
cation,

2, Hospitals Aet Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Health.
3, Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act Amendment
(Continuance),

4, Industries Assistance Acet Amendment
(Continuanee).

5, Northampton Lands Resumption.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
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6, Builders’
ment.

Introduced by the Minister for Works.
7, Railway (Browa Hill Loop Kalgoorlie-
Gnumballa Lake) Diseontinuance.

Introduced by the Minister for Rail-
ways.

Registration Aet Amend-

House adjourned at 10.22 p.m.

Piegislative Couneil.

Tuesday, Tth September, 1948,
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT—ELECTION
HON. W. J. MANN.

The Clerk (Mr. L. L. Leake): T have to
announce that the President, Hon, H.
Seddon, is absent, It is, therefore, neces-
sary for mombers to elect one of their
number, now present, to fill the office, per-
form the duties, and exercise the authority
of the President during such ahsence.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood): I
move—

That Hon. J, A, Dimmitt be elected to fll
the office, perform the duties, nnd exercise the
authority of the President during the absence
of the President, Hon, H. Seddon,

Hon, C. H. SIMPSON: I second the
motion,
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